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of women and girls through 
programs leading to social and 
economic empowerment.
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SITM Meets…
Thursdays at Noon
at the Atlantis Casino Resort Spa
Second Floor Convention Center
$20 for lunch
RSVP to sitmtruckeemeadows@
hotmail.com no later than noon
on the Tuesday before the 
Thursday meeting.

New Projects, New Friends, a New Course

Calendar
October 19 – Public Awareness
October 26 – Halloween Social, wear  
     a costume
November 2 – Economic & Social
     Development 
November 4 – Dress a Girl Sewing
     Party, Jennifer Burnitt’s Home
November 6 – Education-Youth
     Meeting, Artists Co-Op of Reno
November 7 – Board meeting, 5:30
     p.m., Bristlecone Family Resources
November 9 – Business Meeting, 
     Flu Shots, PODS for Pads 
November 16 – Hospitality plus SITM
     Raffle
November 23 – DARK, No Meeting

As I sit here typing 
this note in my 
boots, scarves, 
and sweater, I am 
reminded that we 
are in the midst 
of fall.  It is a time 
of year where we 
bundle up, shelter 
ourselves from the 
outside, and settle 

in to the security of our familiar shelters.  
The attitude at SITM is quite contrary to 
those actions, for the better.  

As a club, we are shedding old projects 
for new ones, making new friends in 
new organizations, and looking at how 
we can be better as a group.  I think this 
is a great way for us to spend the first 
quarter of the 2017-2018 year!  The IGU 
committee has a new project in mind; 

as a club, we are excited about the 
Dress a Girl project; and the strategic 
committee is looking to get their first 
meeting completed by the end of this 
month. 

I am looking forward to seeing 
the progress of our club.  I feel so 
privileged that I am a part of helping 
set the new course.  We can continue 
to make an impact globally and in our 
hometown, but by branching out we 
can also grow the number of women 
and girls that can be touched by 
this club’s amazing compassion.  I 
cannot wait to see what we will have 
accomplished by the end of our year; 
and beyond.

Yours in Soroptimism,
President Rikki 

New members inducted at the 
October Business Meeting were, 
from left: Darlene Delancey, 
introduced by Bev Perkins, but 
sponsored by Dot Watts.  Jennifer 
Burnitt sponsored new member 
Jessica Coggins.

Urgent Reminders for 
October 19 Meeting

Get Your Flu Shot 

Donate Feminine Hygiene 
Products

For PODS for Pads Drive 

See page 2 for details



Fundraising Raffles Underway-- 
Can You Help? 
The Fundrai$ing Committee is 
planning a pre-holiday fundraising 
raffle at the November 16 meeting 
being hosted by the Hospitality 
Committee.  To this end, the 
Fundrai$ing Committee is also asking members for new, 
raffle-able items that members may wish to “re-gift” and 
donate to the raffle.  If you have such items, bring them to 
Co-Coordinators Penney Leezy and Barbara Atwell. 

Don’t Forget Those 50/50 Raffle Tickets

You see them every week.  The 
Fundrai$ing Committee is at our 
Thursday luncheon meetings and 
they want you to pick up your 50/50 
raffle tickets for sale or turn in your 
money and ticket stubs from your 
sales.  Members are asked to sell 
tickets for $10 each or three tickets 

for $25.  Co-Coordinators Penney Leezy and Barbara 
Atwell have tickets for members to pick up to sell.  50/50 
tickets. Sales so far total $1,250.

The winning ticket will be drawn at the SITM meeting on 
December 14 and the owner will receive 50% of the total 
amount raised. The goal is to sell $10,000 worth of tickets 
and the club will split the proceeds with the winner. Last 
year’s winning ticket-holder pocketed $3,060. Proceeds 
from the ticket sales support SITM’s many service projects 
in the community. 
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At the October 5 meeting, the Health Committee presented special 
guest speaker Jessica Levity from the Alchemist Theatre to inform 
us about PODS for Pads.  We learned many girls are missing over a 
week of school due to not having access to hygiene pads and lack of 
education.  

Christopher Daniels, creator of the Alchemist Theatre says “This 
is a massive problem that absolutely no one is talking about.”  The 
Alchemist Theatre and Northern Nevada HOPES have partnered 
together on this issue and are currently collecting hygiene pads 
for young girls who cannot afford them. Their goal is to fill an 8x8 
storage POD during the month of October with feminine products for 
local school girls in need. 

If you would like more information on this project and how you can 
help please contact Health Committee Co-Coordinator Chris Fegert, 
or visit www.nnhopes.org/pods-for-pads/.

Consider Donating to PODS for Pads
By Monica House

Jessica Levity from The Alchemist Theatre and 
Health Committee Co-Coordinator Chris Fegert 
promoting the PODS for Pads program. 
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The Membership Committee held a members’ roundtable 
discussion at the September 28 meeting about new 
member retention.  New members were seated at tables 
with more seasoned members to help identify questions, 
concerns, likes and dislikes of newer members.  At the 
end of the session a representative from each table gave 
a summary of their table’s discussion.  

We already know that members join because they are 
invited and because they are interested in serving our 
community.  But, knowing why newer members stay or 
leave is vital to the health of any club.  We now know 
their first year can be very confusing and it’s extremely 
important to reach out to these newer members to make 
them feel welcome and connected to all of us and to our 
projects.  

Many excellent suggestions were received to help these 
wonderful newer members to become our wonderful 
seasoned members. 

The results of the discussions were recorded and 
will be reviewed by the Membership Committee for 
implementation.  A brief summary of some of the 
discussion and suggestions are noted here and 
individual members can help implement some of the 
suggestions immediately. 

New members join SITM …
To serve the community; for community involvement; 
impressed by the club’s programs; inspired by a 
member.

Interacting with our newest members …
By conducting a special new member social; having a 
refresher orientation after six months of membership; 
seating members randomly or mixing-up the seating 
once a month.

Feeling welcome and connected … 
By having seasoned members sit with newer members; 
reaching out and inviting newer members to sit with you; 
conducting actual committee meetings, instead of online 
meetings. 

Ways members can contribute to SITM …
Volunteering; donating time; serving on the board; 
serving on committees; regularly attending meetings.  

Newer members likes …
Speakers; connecting with other members; having lunch 
out; being able to make a difference. 

Newer member dislikes: 
Happy Dollars, because they run too long; a time limit 
with a monetary penalty was suggested.

SITM’s New Members Speak Out
By Kay Dunham, Membership Committee Co-Coordinator

Carmela CipollinaSarah Carrasco* Christy Clark

Annette Friedlander Jo Ann Lessly Alexandra Lutz

Patty Mamola Mary Beth Roselli

Jessica Coggins Darlene Delancey Eve Johnson

Piper Mullen Linda WalkerAmanda Strong*

2017-2018

2016----2017

*Transfer from 
SI/Reno
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An Independent Woman and Successful Realtor
By Faye Andersen

Member Feature  – Piper Mullen

From New York to Reno with stops along the way, Piper 
Mullen has been a proud Renoite for 27-years now.  

Piper was born in Poughkeepsie, NY and lived there until 
the age of 10, when 
the family moved 
to California.  She 
said she had a good 
childhood growing 
up with a loving 
mother, and sister. 

Piper married early 
to a man in the 
Air Force.  Soon 
she was off to 
Guam where her 
first daughter was 
born.  Two years 
later they were 
assigned to Travis 
Air Force Base in 
California where 
her second daughter was born.  Daughters Chelsey and 
Kayla are 31 and 29 and both are married.  Piper is the 
grandmother to three children, Grady, Lyla and Emi.

For 16 years Piper was an orthopedic surgical sales 
consultant working with doctors in the operating room.  
She said she left the profession when the medical field 
started changing. 

With the help of her sister, who was a successful Realtor, 
Piper made a seamless move into real estate.  She 
sailed through the course work and took her real estate 
licensing exam six weeks early and passed.  Today she 
is a very successful Realtor.  

“It’s the best thing I’ve ever done in my life,” Piper 
said.  “It goes well with my personality and I have great 
enthusiasm for what I do.”  

Recently divorced, Piper wanted to spend more time on 
personal development, where she learned that one of 
the ways to do that was to get outside of your own self.  
Looking for volunteer opportunities, a friend suggested 
she talk to Chris Fegert, whom the friend says, “Chris 
volunteers in many places.” 

Piper checked out a few organizations and Chris 
introduced her to Soroptimist.  She was impressed 
with the diversity of SITM’s projects.  Plus she said 

everyone was so welcoming.  “Even at my first meeting 
members came up to talk to me and were interested in who 
I was.” 

An SITM member now 
for a scant four months, 
she’s already launched 
on her first Soroptimist 
project, Dress a Girl.  
She says she’s been 
sewing forever and 
thought she could tackle 
five dresses.  Piper was 
very complimentary of 
whoever put together 
the packets and 
instructions for the 
project.  (It was Penney 
Leezy.)  “They’re super 
easy to follow,” she said 
and she’s completed 
two, with three still to 
be sewn.  “I think it is 

a fabulous project and I agree that every little girl needs a 
dress.” 

Piper recently bought her own home, of which she is very 
proud.  She said she was never before in a position to miss 
material things, but during last year’s Scandinavian cruise, 
she realized she was missing her home and her dogs.  

It sounds like Piper is working through that personal 
development quest just fine.  Welcome to Soroptimist Piper.

Piper’s very proud of her home

Piper  Mullen and family. 
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A “Dress a Girl” Project Update
From VP-Service Penney Leezy

Sewing machines of members 
and friends are humming and the 
numbers of patterned dresses for the 
“Dress a Girl” project are growing.  
More than four dozen dresses have 
been completed, with a couple of 
dozen more underway.  Here is an 
update and some highlights of Dress 
a Girl progress. 

•  Member Jan Bogikes’ sewing 
friends completed 12 dresses, plus 
12 additional “sewing packets” 
containing instructions, material cut 
for one dress, plus binding, elastic 
and DAG label.  All 12 packets were 
picked up by members.

•  Former member Jan Veys donated 
nine bolts of fabric for the dresses.  

These are available for members to 
use for sewing dresses. 

•  $50 in donations have been 
received and will be used to 
purchase panties to accompany 
the dresses and Ziplock bags for 
the project.  Depending upon the 
amount of donations, at the end 
of the project members may be 
able to request reimbursement for 
materials. 

Thanks to everyone who has been 
sewing dresses, enlisting family 
and friends to join you, or making 
monetary donations.  “Sewing 
Packets”, bolts of fabric, DAG 
guidelines and a little moral support 
is available at each Thursday 
meeting at the Fundraising Table.

Penney Leezy shows off a “Sewing 
Packet”, while Marilyn Pearson displays her 
latest creation, alongside some of the fabric 
donated by Jan Veys. 

The Health Committee had a 
productive and fun meeting on 
September 21 designing 23 more 
bracelets for cancer patients finishing 
their treatments at RENOWN Health 
Infusion Center.  Members Chris 

Beads for Strength Bracelets for Cancer Patients
By Monica House 

Enthusiastic “beaders” from left: Bev Perkins, Chris Fegert, Piper 
Mullen and Scarlet Ewy.  Monica House was behind the camera. 

Fegert, Monica House, Bev Perkins, Scarlet Ewy, and Piper Mullen enjoyed a 
nice meal while visiting and using their creativity.

Monica House and Annette Friedlander 
delivered the bracelets to Oncology Nurse 
Nancy at the RENOWN Health Infusion 
Center.  
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Continued on page 7

What an adventure this is going to be!  
Steve and I started planning our trip 
about a year ago and have fortunately 
been able to accommodate the 
necessary changes so far.  We were 
initially told our girls were going to 
be in the school the beginning of 
October so we booked our flights and 
accommodations accordingly and 
coordinated with our local contact 

for early October.  We then later 
found out this was not correct and 
that the girls would not be there 
which really defeated the purpose 
of our visit. Fortunately, upon 
receiving this news we were able 
to rearrange our work schedules 
and rebook all our flights and 
accommodations for a month later.

The next thing we had to do was 
make sure all of our vaccines were 
current and get any that were 
not.  We also got all the necessary 
travel prescriptions filled that 
we hope will not be needed, but 
definitely important to have just in 
case.  The “just in case” happened 
two weeks before our trip when 
we found out our local contact/
guide has been ill with typhoid, but 
doing much better now after being 
treated and rest.  Typhoid was not 
something we had thought about or 
discussed at the travel clinic as a 
concern, but upon hearing this news 
we had typhoid medication prescribed 
as a precautionary.  Let’s hope there 

isn’t another “just in case”.

We also planned for Immediate Past 
Soroptimist International President 
Yvonne and her friend to join us 
which we were all very excited about.  
Unfortunately to all of our dismay they 
decided it would not be possible this 
trip. Their hope was to visit several 
projects in this region of the world 

which is wonderful, 
but unfortunately 
very challenging to 
do in a short period 
of time.

With the language 
barrier we have 
been translating 
our questionnaires 
and forms in both 
English and Nepali. 
Gratefully, due to 
the internet this has 
been fairly easy to 
do. We have also 

downloaded the several translations 
apps on our phones in hopes this will 
make communication easier for us.

We have been very fortunate to 
have the wonderful guidance of our 

local contact, Shyam Paudel.  He 
recommended that we stay at the 
Fishtail Lodge before and after our 
visit to our dormitory.  We fully agreed 
with his recommendation!  This lodge 
is an endowed non-profit organization 
called Jayanti Memorial Trust (JMT). 
All profits generated by the Lodge 
support the trust’s goals, which are to 
provide funding to less fortunate heart 
patients who are economically weak, 
and provide them cardiac care.

We are grateful that Shyam has taken 
four days off from his work to spend 
with us to take us to the dormitory 
and to share with us this beautiful 
area of the world.  Shyam highly 
recommended that we do a 1 ½ day 
Ghandruk Trek with him along the 
Annapurna range following our stay 
at the dormitory which we of course 
immediately said “yes” to. Shyam 
says “it is the most alluring place I 
ever trekked”.

Thank you to everyone who has 
donated items including scarves, 
clothing, toiletries and school supplies 
for us to bring.  And thank you to the 
IGU committee for supporting our 

Preparing to Visit SITM’s Dormitory and Girls in Nepal!
By Monica House - IGU Co-Coordinator 

Annette Friedlander, left, join Teresa Mentzer and Connie 
Steinheimer examining some of the items Monica will take to the 
school girls in Thulipokhari, Nepal. 

Having way too much fun packing gifts for 
school girls in Nepal is Norma Webster, left, 
Jeanne Baxter, center and Millie Mitchell.

Jennifer Burnitt and Teresa Mentzer 
tackle some packing issues.
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trip by purchasing shirts with the 
Soroptimist logo.

Thank you also to the IGU committee 
for separating and packing the 
gifts and supplies for us to bring 
with us on our adventure!  What a 
tremendous help this was!

Our biggest challenge now is getting 
all this “stuff” on our commuter flight 
between Kathmandu and Pokhara.  
Please wish us luck!

We also can’t thank member 
Jeanne Baxter enough for all of her 
help.  Jeanne helped make all our 
arrangements to get to Thulipokhari 
and put us in contact with all the right 
people to make this trip possible. 

We look forward to sharing with 
everyone upon our return lots of 
pictures and stories about the 
difference we/SITM are making in 
this part of the world.  Namaste!

What exciting news to share!  The 
IGU committee recently submitted 
an application for the Soroptimist 
International President’s Appeal 
“Educate to Lead: Nepal” and 
received a $14,000 grant!  

These funds will 
be used to build 
a computer lab 
for the Janata 
Sudarshan 
Campus and 
Janata Sudarshan 
Secondary 
school to share 
with the village 
of Thulipokhari, 
Nepal.  We are 
very excited about 
this opportunity 
to add to the level of literacy for 
the girls and women in the village.  
Great job SITM!!

SITM was one of three recipients 
in 2016 of a $20,000 grant from the 
SI President’s project.  The grant 

IGU/SITM Receives a $14,000 SI Grant!
By Monica House 

is helping fund 20 girls to pursue a 
baccalaureate program beyond our 
current high school education and 
dormitory housing.  

SI President Yvonne Simpson, SIA 
President Susan 
“Sam” Collier 
Buchenau 
and SIA Past 
Presidents 
Cheri Fleming 
and Sharon 
Fisher visited 
SITM in March 
2016.  At the 
same time, SITM 
hosted Guru 
Prasad Subedi, 
Chairman of the 
IGU Scholarship 

Committee, his wife Nundakali and 
son Mahesh, all 
from Thulipokhari, 
Nepal, along with 
Purna Subedi (no 
relation) who grew 
up in Thulipokhari 
and was brought the 
United States in the 
early 1980s by Jeanne Baxter to attend 
the University of Nevada, Reno.

SITM purchased computers for the girls to 
use in the dormitory to facilitate their studies.

The Scrapbook Committee works behind-the-scenes to capture 
the year’s activities, projects, funny and poignant moments and 
members for President Rikki to remember her year.  From left: Jan 
Bogikes, Vivian Ruiz. Dot Watts, Jeanne Naccarato, Bev Perkins 
and Joan Hughes

Celebrating their October birthdays with cookies and 
song at the Business Meeting were, from left: Faye 
Andersen, Jean Neddenriep and Linda Walker.

       aaaaaaaaaaaa
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October Board & Business Recap
By Faye I. Andersen

Two new members were inducted at the October 
Business Meeting.  Jessica Coggins, an Independent 
Damsel Pro with Damsel in Defense, was sponsored 
by Jennifer Burnitt.  Darlene Delancey is a Registered 
Nurse, sponsored by Dot Watts.  Welcome Jessica and 
Darlene.  

The SITM Board recommended members approve 
several motions from committees as they ramp up their 
activities for the new club year. 

Consider Donating to PODS for Pads.

On a request from the Health Committee, the 
membership approved members’ participation in the 
“PODS for Pads” program, initiated by Alchemist Theatre 
and Northern Nevada Hopes.  Members are asked to 
donate feminine products for local school girls who are 
missing school once a month because they cannot 
afford, or for other reasons cannot obtain items such 
as sanitary napkins.  The goal is to fill a storage POD.  
Bring donations to club meetings that will be collected by 
Health Co-Coordinator Chris Fegert. 

Crocheting Afghans and
Wrapping Christmas Presents

The Economic and Social Development Committee 
brought two motions to the membership at the October 
Business Meeting.  The membership approved the 
committee’s request to once again encourage members 
to crochet afghans for the Volunteers of America 
Homeless Shelter in Reno.  Watch for additional 
announcements about upcoming “Afghan Socials” for 
members to gather together to learn how to crochet, 
or just enjoy each other’s company while crocheting.  
For those who don’t crochet, the committee accepts 
donations of yarn that other members will crochet into 
afghans. 

The committee also received board and membership 
approval to solicit members willing to wrap Christmas 
presents again this year for the Salvation Army’s Silver 
Angel Tree for seniors.  Dates, usually a Friday and 
Saturday before Christmas, will be announced as 
determined by the Salvation Army.  

Gifts for Hunter Lake Elementary School Students

A motion by the Education – Youth Committee was 
approved by the board and membership to solicit 
members to shop for and purchase gifts for an additional 
25 underprivileged children at Hunter Lake Elementary.  
(A local church is also contributing gifts for 25 students.)  
The committee will be working with the school to compile 

student’s names, clothing sizes and any other pertinent 
information.  Watch for further announcements.  

Making a Difference Set for January 31

The Making a Difference for Women Committee announced 
this year’s skills training seminar will be held January 
31 at the Atlantis.  The membership also approved the 
use of SITM’s Go Fund Me account, YouCaring, to solicit 
donations that could be used for grants to women attending 
the annual session. Small grants are offered to seminar 
graduates who are in need of things like refurbished 
laptops for school, clothing like medical scrubs, or specialty 
footwear like boots, or bus passes, all aimed to get them to 
work.   

Come Help Make Dresses November 4

The IGU Committee has announced a get-together on 
November 4 from 3-6 p.m. at Jennifer Burnitt’s home to 
work on dresses for the Dress a Girl project.  Members 
are welcome to help assemble dress kits for sewers or 
even sew dresses.  For more information contact Jennifer 
Burnitt.  For an update on the club’s progress on the Dress 
a Girl project, see page 5.

Air Race Calendar Sales Almost Complete

On behalf of the Air Race Committee, Coordinator Diana 
Dillon reported that current net from this year’s sales of 240 
calendars is estimated to be $2,500.  Members purchased 
46 calendars that were donated to Veteran’s groups 
through Pam Robinson’s contacts.  

SITM Votes for Sharon Fisher

It is Soroptimist International of the Americas’ Clubs turn 
to select the next Soroptimist International President.  
SITM cast their ballot for Sharon Fisher, a past SIA Past 
Federation President (2010-2011) and SIA Federation 
Program Director.  Sharon will become SI President for 
2019-2021.  

Happy Dollars for the Food Bank

A total of $450 in September Happy Dollars were collected 
for the Food Bank of Northern Nevada, specifically for their 
kid’s backpack program providing nutritious food over the 
weekend for them to take home.  October Happy Dollars 
are designated for Disability Resources. 

Membership News

The Board approved a leave of absence for Vivian Ruiz 
through December for work reasons. 
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The Health Committee held a toiletries drive for Northern 
Nevada HOPES clients in May-June 2017.  Everything 
from small travel-sized toiletries, to larger family-sized 
items intended for many homeless clients were donated 
by members.  According to Health Committee Co-
Coordinator Chris Fegert, the cash equivalent of the 
donated items was estimated at $375.00. 

To illustrate the need in the community, Chris provided 
some statistics about HOPES clients and services 

Thank You SITM Members for your Generous Donations

•  Approximately 27% of HOPES patients are experiencing 
homelessness.
•  67% of HOPES patients are on Medicare/Medicaid
•  When you donate to HOPES, 95% of every dollar goes 
directly to programs and services
•  6,729 patients were served – a 62% increases in one 
year
•  24,636 miles were driven by transportation specialists 
to deliver medications and drive patients to doctors’ 
appointments
•  317 health insurance enrollments were taken
•  1,935 vaccinations and immunizations were given

According to HOPES, health center Medicaid beneficiaries 
are 11% less likely to be hospitalized and 19% less likely 
to use the ER for preventative conditions. The HOPES 
Solution – When we invest in prevention, businesses 
benefit.  A healthier workforce reduces long term healthcare 
costs and increases stability and productivity.

Pictured are Erin, Director of Case Management, Lisa, 
Community-Based Case Manager for the Chronically 
Homeless and Chris Fegert, Community Relations 
Coordinator. 

Some of the homeless clients of HOPES receive 
these “CITYPAK” back packs, which can be filled with 
toiletries and other essentials.

Soroptimist … Best for Women
Show your Soroptimist pride on your car with a 
Soroptimist license plate frame.  

Faye Andersen is offering members a deal.  You 
may have one of the frames in exchange for a $10 
donation to SITM’s 50/50 raffle, plus you get a ticket 
to the drawing to win half the pot when the winning 
ticket is drawn at the December 14 meeting. 

See Faye to pick up your license plate frame. 

Mark your Calendars for November 10 Speaker
Bring a Guest

The IGU committee is presenting a very special guest 
speaker, Carina Black on Thursday November 30.  This is 
a meeting you do not want miss and a 
great meeting to bring guests!

Carina Black, executive director of the 
Northern Nevada International Center 
(NNIC) will inform us about the 
multiple international programs they 
host, including international visitors, 
students, scholars and professionals 
from multiple international programs.  

NNIC also hosts the annual “Global Gala” celebrating 
our community and its efforts to increase international 
awareness in Nevada and for the delegates who have 
come to Reno from abroad. 
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P.O. Box 20125 • Reno, NV 89515
www.sitmnv.org 

President Rikki Hensley-Ricker  
rhensleyricker@bristlecone.com
Editor Faye I. Andersen 
fia@pyramid.net or 
775-358-5149 or 432-5822

For information about our organization, check out these Soroptimist 
Websites:
Sierra Nevada Region:   www.soroptimistsnr.org
Soroptimist International of the Americas:   www.soroptimist.org 
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SITM Board 2016-17
President
   Rikki Hensley-Ricker
President – Elect
   Jeanne Naccarato
VP/Technical
   Dot Watts
VP/Service
   Penney Leezy
Recording Secretary
   Patty Mamola
Corresponding Secretary
   Carol Dinneen

Board Meets monthly on Tuesday
following the first Thursday, 5:30 p.m.
Bristlecone Family Resources
704 Mill St., Reno

Treasurer/General Fund
   Kay Dunham
Treasurer/Service Fund
   Lynne Catrow
Director, 2 Years
   Jennifer Burnitt
Director, 1 Year
   Vivian Ruiz
Delegate
   Valerie Hahn
Alternate Delegate
   Margie Hermanson
Parliamentarian
   Doris Phelps

Did you know . . .

Contributing to this issue
Jo Ann Roberts
Penney Leezy
Jeanne Naccarato
Rikki Hensley-Ricker
Monica House
Marilyn Pearson
Chris Fegert
Kay Dunham

During a celebratory meeting on July 29, 2017 at Rotterdam, Mariet Verhoef-Cohen was inaugurated with overwhelming 
support as President of Soroptimist International (SI) for the 2017 – 2019 biennium; the first Dutch President in the 
organization’s almost 100 years of existence. Mariet Verhoef-Cohen succeeds New Zealand’s Yvonne Simpson as 
International President of the worldwide organization whose membership includes some 75,000 women in over 130 
countries.

Mariet is a trained professional translator and owner/ director of Bacolet Translations. As a Soroptimist she was closely 
involved with a number of international projects. In her role as President SI Europe (2007 – 2009) she introduced the 

two-year running theme ‘Soroptimists go for Water’, which saw 
countless clubs developing both individual and joint projects 
aimed at providing access to clean water for women. As 
President of the Women for Water Partnership (WfWP) she 
galvanised worldwide attention for the ‘Clean Water for Women’ 
theme, coupled with the promotion of gender responsive sanitary 
provisions. As its President since 2014, she has been a driving 
force behind the WfWP international network which has tasked 
itself with providing women with safe access to clean drinking 
water.

Introducing SI President, Mariet Verhoef-Cohen, 2017 – 2019



Soroptimist International of Washoe County is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. Federal Tax Id. #:  20-2615163.

PLEASE JOIN US FOR OUR 
4th  ANNUAL SPAGHETTI 

FEED AND BUNCO NIGHT! 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 4TH 2017
5:00pm - 9:00pm 

AT THE RECREATION CENTER LOCATED AT:
98 RICHARDS WAY
SPARKS NV  89431 

DINNER, BEER, WINE, SODA, DESSERT AND 
BUNCO PARTICIPATION ARE ALL INCLUDED

IN THE TICKET PRICE, ALONG WITH AN 
ENTRY TO WIN THE DOOR PRIZE!

PROCEEDS BENEFIT WOMEN AND 
CHILDREN RIGHT HERE IN

WASHOE COUNTY

SO         ROW WWPTIMIST 
INTERNATIONAL OF W

TICKETS
$40 EACH    

MEN, WOMEN, AND 
CHILDREN ARE ALL 
WELCOME TO JOIN 
THE FUN AND PLAY 

BUNCO!

FOR MORE 
INFORMATION OR TO 
PURCHASE TICKETS 

PLEASE CALL:
  (775) 250-4579 

OR

BUY TICKETS ON 
EVENTBRITE: 

Go To Eventbrite.com and 
search:  Spaghetti Feed & 
Bunco Night - Saturday, 
November 4, 2017    

EVENT SPONSORSHIP 
OPPORTUNITIES 

AVAILABLE!   
Please Contact Rochelle 

Dearborn for Details: 
(775) 250-4579

SOROPTIMIST
INTERNATIONAL OF 
WASHOE COUNTY 

P.O. BOX 5876
RENO NV 89513 

SIWASHOECOUNTY.ORG
SIWASHOECOUNTY@HOTMAIL.COM


