SITM UPDATE~“Fesitively Magic”

Sanoptimist Intexnational of Tuckee Meadouws

Letter from the President s ru Rosizsor

We had a lot of fun at the District II and IIIl Winter Meeting in Carson
City. Governor Poco asked each club to present a skit or song representing
our projects and membership.

Your SITM Singers were Marilyn Pearson, Tracy Turner, Jennifer
Crowe, Beverly Perkins, Kelley Kordonowy, Thuy Schneider and yours truly.
Jo Ann Roberts and Carrie Porter were our audience participation sign hold-
ing team, and Faye Andersen was our technical person. We sang an SITM
version of “Little Old Lady from Pasadena” titled “S-I Ladies of Truckee Mead-
ows”. The song emphasized some of our projects, and we dressed in Hawaiian gear. Marilyn
Pearson created some “dynamite” props. It was quite an experience, probably not to be re-
peated. You just had to be there.

We also created blankets for Project Linus. The director of Project Linus is Fran McKay
who lives in Fernley. There are 397 chapters and only 3 in Nevada, but several Soroptimist clubs
indicated they wanted to start one in their areas. The majority of the blankets are delivered to
Renown Health to the children’s ward. We made a total of 25 blankets that day and had a lot of
fun visiting while we measured, cut, and tied off the fleece blankets. No sewing was required!

Governor Poco also talked about the panty drive for girls in Kenya. Each club is asked
to bring one duffle bag full of size 6 to 8 women’s white full briefs to the upcoming Sierra Nevada
Region Conference April 27-29 at the Atlantis. This will enable the girls to attend school all month
long. They have previously had to miss one week per month due to lack of underwear. You will
be hearing more about this as we get closer to the conference.

President-Elect Gayle Baxley and the ad hoc fundraising committee did a terrific job in
at the March business meeting. The club approved the committee’s recommendations. We will
have a new ad hoc committee next year to consider and evaluate a potential hands-on service
project that we can all work on with the same energy (or more) we’ve put forth for our Arts, Au-
thors & Autos fundraisers. I emailed everyone the recommendations, but if you were not able to
open the email or have any questions, please contact President-Elect Gayle or me. We are grate-
ful for a wonderful donation to fund our scholarships as we work on a new service project. Our
club has always made a big difference in this community, but we have the potential to make a
HUGE difference going forward.

The Thanks to Youth committee, coordinated by Mich Glazier and Monica House, is hard
at work planning our event on May 24. You will be hearing more about TTY at the March 22
meeting. Education Youth Committee has received lots of scholarship applications and is work-
ing on some wonderful recipients.

Education Women Committee has chosen the re-entry and graduate women'’s scholar-
ship recipients as well as several WOA (Women’s Opportunity Award) winners. Our scholarship
luncheon in late April should be very moving.

The energy and commitment of our club is inspirational. We’re having a tremendous
year with great spirit. Thank you all for everything you do.

What’s Coming Up by Lynn Robins

(Lynn is in China and unable to give a detailed report)

March 15th~Environment

March 22nd~Thanks to Youth Committee
March 29th~Nepal Project Update

April 5th~Recruitment & Retention

April 12th~Business Meeting
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News of Our Members

Faye Andersen celebrated her 25th
anniversary with Soroptimist. Kelley
Kordonowy got a job at Alliance
Commercial Real Estate as a Market-
ing Assistant. Gayle Baxley is off to California
for the weekend. Sue Camp saw the Irish Tenors
and had raving reviews. Mich Glazier is going
to the bay area for sister in-law’s birth-
day. Tracy Turner is happy to be back. Her
mom has suffered from compression fracture in
her back and has been taking care of her. Billie
Mendiola's dad has been entered into the hos-
pice program. Her mom's house sold and she is
helping her move. Michelle Jones is celebrat-
ing her 7 year anniversary with lst National
Bank. Vicki Butler just back from Cabo and is
excited about negotiating some property in
there. Carrie Porter is conducting more work
and archives in Jarbridge. Jennifer Crowe is
PREGNANT!!!! She is due in September! Carol
Dineen will be skiing in Canada next week.
President Pam Robinson shared happy tales all
about singing and skiing. = Husband tales came
from a few ladies. Eileen Fuller teared up at a
wedding in Montana when her spouse asked her
to dance. She still is teaching art classes at Art
House. Bev Perkins modeled using a check for
Happy Dollars and was thankful that her husband
was going to give her some alone time so she can
focus on her clients. Sue Camp reported on a
dedicated and strong-willed husband of Patti
Graham and how he is keeping up a good smil-
ing face while working and taking radiation treat-
ments. Gayle Baxley, while glad to have sur-
vived a stormy trip over the mountains, had some
worrisome news about her husband GClenn’s
health. It seems he might have had a minor
stroke, but thank goodness angels, like the
stranger who recognized the trouble and called
911. Speaking of angels, Laurie Chapelle, a
newly appointed minister of a start up church, is
pleased with the strides she is making. Several
members including Jennifer Crowe, Dawn Pon-
trelli, Marilyn Pearson, & Kay Dunham gave
happy dollars in appreciation of the fabulous
baby shower put on by Michelle Jones for Kim-
berley Rossiter’s little Thomas. Liz Luka-
savich, Paula Lebya, Norma Rash, Enid
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Oliver, Thuy Schneider, and Marie Edwards all
raved about Tracy Turner’s ‘“Values Workshop”,
saying it was so worthwhile and informative; they
loved it. Since the speaker for the day was unable to
attend, it gave the members time to socialize and
many commented on how nice that was. Happy dol-
lars were donated to make the point by Terri Bacon,
Vicki Schultz, Paula Ringkob, Barbara Dailey,
Norma Webster, and Marilyn Pearson. Margie
Hermanson had a hectic undecorated weekend as
she heads into her 38" wedding anniversary. Her
grandson had a tooth removed and she was so proud
of him being such a brave little guy and not crying.
Linda Buszka and Georgia Baker mentioned work
related tidbits. Steve Buszka sent Happy Dollars with
Linda because was leaving to go down to Arizona to
get things organized for their new home. We’ll miss
you Steve. Doris Phelps, Paula Lebya, Lynn Rob-
bins will join others in a trip to China, put on by the
Chamber of Commerce. Do it while you can girls!
Carrie Porter let us know that her second oldest just
turned 50, how can that be Carrie? We heard from
Liz Carpenter who will become a member next week
and Tracy Turner who each reported on their moth-
ers. Kelley Kordonowy was so happy about the sur-
prise tickets Anthony got her and Carole Criddle
was delighted to have gotten 108 Girl Scout Cookie
sales so far. She only needs a few more to reach the
goal of 125. President Pam Robinson and Paula
Ringkob both celebrated 20 years since their induc-
tion into Soroptimist International of Truckee Mead-
ows. Pam also praised the Atlantis for finding and
returning her camera she had lost and thanked Mi-
chelle Jones for hosting a CABI party which was lots
of fun. Gayle Baxley is grateful to the Ad Hoc com-
mittee for all their hard work. She is reluctantly
happy that husband Glenn is back to work and glad
he is getting his strength back. Mich Glazier and
Sarah Carrasco gave happy dollars in honor of Bris-
tlecone and Sarah thanked the members for their
support this month. Norma Webster was very hum-
bled and thankful for the Nevada Women’s Fund
Women of Achievement Award nomination, and oh
yeah, she’s leaving for France! Have fun! Connie
Steinheimer congratulated Norma on her nomina-
tion. She also eloquently compared herself to an
“older model car” which is in some need of mainte-
nance. It is just something that you have to do when
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News of OQur Members (con’t from page 2)

your car gets older. Tracy Turner
was glad she was able to go snow-
shoeing in fresh snow. Her mom is
being assessed as to whether she
needs to stay in rehab or go home until her sur-
gery. She also reminded people that if they have
supplies for the Bristlecone supply drive, they can
bring them to a meeting or call for pick-up. Tracy
is so humble that we had to find out from Liz Luka-
savich that Tracy is published in the recent edi-
tion of R-Life Magazine. Norma Rash got a kick out
of watching her grandkids build snowmen out of
the snow she shoveled from the driveway. And
she’s thrilled to go see her Ya-Ya sisters in Califor-
nia soon. Many members expressed their thank-
fulness to the generosity of the donor who has
granted our club with a generous endowment to
fund our projects. These members included Liz
Lukasavich, Vicki Butler, Marie Edwards,
Sarah Carrasco, and Michelle Jones. Kimberly
Rossiter thanked all the members who celebrated
Thomas at his baby shower. Many happy dollars
for Linda Buszka’s going away party thrown by
Georgia Baker from Kimberly Rossiter, Bev Per-
kins (who left before she fell apart), Marie Ed-
wards, Marilyn Pearson, & Michelle Jones. Lots
of excited Education Women Committee members
gave happy dollars for all the wonderful work they
are doing this year including Norma Webster,
Tracy Turner, Connie Steinheimer, & Marilyn
Pearson. Carrie Porter reminded us that with age,
comes wisdom so no matter how our skit went at
the District Meeting, she and Jo Ann Roberts were
excellent “sign wavers.” Bev Perkins shared how
she wasn’t the ideal leader of the pack and when
she stopped singing due to pure embarrassment,
she took Marilyn Pearson down with her.
Marilyn was happy to attend the District meeting
despite our performance. Sue Camp reminded
members that skits are all in fun and we shouldn’t
take them too seriously. And with Conference
coming up soon, she reminded member they can
pick and choose events to attend to help keep
costs down. Eileen Fuller is amazed to be cele-
brating her daughter’s 37" birthday and for a won-
derful visit with Linda Fine at the Buszka’s going
away party. Vicki Butler and Dorie Guy wel-
comed new member Joeleen Scoglio. Bev Per-

Page 3

kins thought the basket of goodies from Michelle
was very sweet (literally & figuratively.) Linda Asato
is pleased to celebrate her birthday this year, since
she can now qualify for social security. Pat Levy is
also celebrating a milestone birthday and received a
surprise to Hawaii from her husband. Fortunately,
her kids convinced him she needed some notice, so
she had time to pack. And even though she’s getting
older, she’s still keeping up with the grandkids and
just went sledding with them. Marilyn Pearson’s is
beaming because her daughter is so bright, that she
has been accepted into the Doctorate program at
Yale. Michelle Jones was thankful her dad was re-
covering from a serious accident at work. Cheryl
Powell asked that we say prayers for Teresa
Mentzer’s cousin who is going through cancer treat-
ments. Monica House was happy to have survived a
treacherous downpour in Costa Rica which left her
and her family stranded for 2 days while they tried to
make their way back to civilization. Thankfully, eve-
ryone made it out okay. Mich Glazier was happy
that she didn’t go to Costa Rica with Monica!

Nepal Project Update set for March 29

Dr. Purna Subedi will be the IGU Committee’s featured speaker
at the March 29 meeting discussing SITM’s project, “Removing
Barriers to Education for Girls in Thulipokhari, Nepal”.

Dr. Subedi will speak about the impact of SITM’s efforts to build
a dormitory and provide scholarships that have helped nearly 300
girls continue their education. He will also give an update on the
club’s Animal Assistance Project for villagers in Thulipokhari.
Bring a guest.

A class of SITM scholarship girls shown in front of the
dormitory built by SITM in Thulipokhari, Nepal.
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March Board/Business News s riye 1 suderses

Welcome to new member Joeleen Scoglio, a mortgage
consultant, sponsored by Teresa Mentzer. Joeleen was
inducted at the March Business Meeting with Past
President Kay Dunham standing in for Teresa that day.

Elections of 2006-08 Officers

At the April Board Meeting, members will elect the
2007-08 SITM Officers, Directors and Delegates to
serve with President-Elect Gayle Baxley. Thank you to
all those who have agreed to stand for election.
President-Elect Marilyn Pearson
Sarah Carrasco

VP/Technical Carol Dinneen
VP/Service Tracy Turner
Treasurer/Service Paula Ringkob
Corres. Secty. Bev Perkins
Carrie Porter
Record. Secty Mitch Glazier
Becky Moody
Delegate, 2 yr. Vickie Butler
Lynn Robins
Marna Criffin
Alt. Dir./Del. Dorie Guy

Liz Lukasavich
Ann Steckline
Patti Doty

If you know you will not be attending the April 10 meet-
ing and would like an absentee ballot, please contact
Nominating Committee Coordinator Cindy Burk or
members Jennifer Crowe and Margie Hermanson.

NWF Women of Achievement Named

Norma Webster has been named SITM’s Nevada
Women’s Fund Woman of Achievement for 2007. Norma
will be recognized as SITM’s honoree at the June 7 lunch-
eon at the Grand Sierra Resort. The 2007 keynote
speaker will be Mavis Nicholson Leno, who since 1997
has served as chair of the Campaign to Stop Gender
Apartheid in Afghanistan. To join SITM’s table, the cost is
$130 per person. See President Pam to sign up.

VRA Recipient to be Honored by Region

SITM’s Violet Richardson Award recipient, Angelina
Cardona, has been named the Sierra Nevada Region’s
VRA Honoree for 2006-07. Angelina will be honored at
the SNR Conference at the scholarship luncheon on Sat-
urday, April 28 in Reno. Angelina will receive a $1,000
award, plus her volunteer organization will also receive

$1,000. President Pam has registration forms to attend this lunch-
eon or the entire conference.

Ad Hoc Fundraising Committee Recommendation Accepted

Following a survey of membership, President-Elect Gayle Baxley
reported on the recommendation of the Ad Hoc Fundraising
Committee to discontinue the annual Arts & Authors fundraiser.
In its place, the committee recommended the club accept a very
generous donation from an anonymous donor to fund SITM’s
women’s scholarships, previously funded from the proceeds at
Arts & Authors. Instead, members would devote their time to
hands-on service projects in the community. Similar donations
could also extend to the IGU Garage Sales and those programs
normally supported by funds raised at the Reno Air Races. The
Thanks to Youth event will continue as planned each spring. The
proposal was accepted by the membership.

For the 2007-08 Club Year, SITM will continue to participate in
the Reno Air Races since the club has a commitment to RARA. The
IGU Committee will be asked to determine if it wishes to continue
its garage sales. A committee will be appointed to research and
implement future community service projects for the club.

Thanks to all of the members who served on the ad hoc committee
and members who responded to the committee’s survey and of-
fered ideas about club fundraising and service projects. If you'd
like to joining this follow-up committee or have ideas or sugges-
tions, contact President-Elect Gayle.

Happy Dollars

Some $494 in Happy Dollars were collected in February for the
Reno Pops Orchestra. March Happy Dollars are designated for
Bristlecone Family Resources.

Leaves of Absence and Member Changes

The Board approved leaves of absence for the following members:
Marna Griffin through March during her recovery from an ankle
injury; Patti Graham through June for personal reasons.

Remaining on leave are: Diane McDonald, Linda Haering and
Patti Doty through March for work reasons; Pam Sutton through
April for personal reasons; Terrie Schulte, through May for work
reasons; Linda Buszka through June for relocation to Phoenix.
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S.I.T.M. Member Profile

/ a/éaf é{,{}‘a /f{é?/ét not ,é((;w / By Tracy Turner

Mother, lover, wife, grandmother,
artist, crew chief, friend. Those are just a
few words that describe Eileen Fuller.

Eileen joined SITM in 2003. She
learned about Soroptimist and SITM
through her co-worker at the bank Eileen
worked in. That co-worker? Georgia Baker!
Georgia told Eileen about the talents of the
many wonderful women who are Soropti-
mists. Eileen knew the club interested her;
but because of her limited time availability, she wasn’t able to
join just then.

Later on, Eileen met Linda Fine through some busi-
ness transactions at the bank. Linda and Eileen became
friends first, started having lunches together, and then found
out they had lots in common. Linda told Eileen how much
she’d enjoy the friendships she’d form in Soroptimist, and Ei-
leen’s schedule was such that she decided to join.

That was then. Now, Eileen is living her dream: she is
a fulltime artist—finally! Eileen has wanted this to be her real-
ity since she was a little girl. But as with so many childhood
dreams, this one didn’t become reality right away. Parents and
teachers alike told Eileen she could never make a living as an
artist, so she’d better find something else to do. Fortunately,
opportunities have a way of showing up. Confidence has a way
of growing. Careers have a way of changing. And all those
things worked together to show Eileen living her dream really
was possible. Eileen’s husband, Rodger, has been her biggest

fan and has known she could have that dream all the way along.
Way to go, Rodger!

Since becoming a Soroptimist, Eileen has served on
the AAA, Arts & Culture, Recruitment & Retention, and Scrap
Booking committees. She hasn’t yet wanted to venture into an
officer position, but she hasn’t ruled that out either.

Eileen’s most enjoyable experience is raising money
for the scholarships we give out. Her funniest memory is of
Gayle Kmetovicz and the “Calendar Girls” skit for Air Races
last year. Her most memorable experience at a meeting was
finding out just how many of our members are survivors of
breast cancer.

Something you may not know about Eileen is that she is
a crew chief on the Desert Rainbow hot air balloon. Eileen
started crewing on balloons in 1981. A friend of hers was be-
coming a balloon pilot in California. On one of Eileen’s visits to
her friend, Eileen took her first ride and was hooked! As crew
chief, Eileen is responsible for assembling the balloon, inflating
it with cold-air, and checking the radios. She also runs the
chase crew that follows the balloon and is with it when it lands.
Some of the benefits of her crew chief role are that she gets lots
of free flights, pilot lessons, and good ratios of beer and cham-
pagne, along with munchies, at the end of each flight.

Eileen has two children, Stephanie (lives in Las Vegas
and works at the Wynn) and Mark (lives in Sparks). Mark has
given her three grandsons (14, 8, and 1) and a daughter-in-law
also named Stephanie.

Celebrating Ppril Birthday’s!!!

Niki Champ

Sue Camp
Scarlet Ewy
Jennifer Crowe
Marianne Tizzano
Paula Leyba

Elsie Doser

April 1st
April 3rd
April 5th
April 17th
April 17th
April 18th
April 29th
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Tldhlt Of the Month special feature by Faye Andersen

March is Women's History Month

We've come a long way baby...from International
(Working) Women's Day to National Women's History Month.
Each March we celebrate Women's History Month, a time to
re-examine and celebrate the wide range of women's contri-
butions and achievements, too often overlooked in the telling
of U.S. History.

But, did you know that what began as a demonstration
by American women took prominence throughout the world
before being officially celebrated in the United States.

International (Working) Women's Day is said to com-
memorate an 1857 march and demonstration in New York City
by female garment and textile workers. The first declaration
of International Women's Day on March 8, was declared at an
international conference of women in Helsinki, Finland in
1910. A 50th anniversary observance was held in Peking
China in 1960. On this day in Europe and Asia parades and
demonstrations are held to honor women, especially working
women. In Russia and the People's Republic of China it is a
national holiday, and flowers or gifts are presented to women

International Women's Day first came to promi-
nence in the United States in the 1970s. In 1977 the Na-
tional Women's History Project (NWHP), in conjunction
with the Commission on the Status of Women in Sonoma
County, Calif. began the first work towards recognizing
the accomplishments of women on March 8. The idea
quickly spread and in 1981 a joint resolution of Congress
was introduced by Senator Orrin Hatch (R-UT) and Rep-
resentative Barbara Mikulski (D-MD) to proclaim the
week of March 8 as Women's History Week.

The educational and nonprofit NWHP continued
to promote the idea until Congress passed resolutions in
1987 declaring the entire month of March as Women's
History Month. A proclamation is declared each year by
Congress, then signed by the President of the United
States.

The proclamation declares American women to
often be overlooked and undervalued in history and calls
upon all people to recognize the achievements and ac-
complishments of women in our nation.

workers.

What You Missed by Liz Lukasavich

Did you miss these meetings? Participation is the
price of membership. (Wise old Soroptimist say-
ing.) If you missed these meetings, you didn’t get the
full value of your membership. Here’s a recap of what
you missed since the February Business meeting.

February 15 — Thanks to the Reno Pops Orches-
tra’s string quartet, SITM members were entertained
throughout this week's luncheon. “What a treat!” and
“How special is this?” were just two of the gleeful
comments expressed by attendees. Speakers for the
Orchestra included the organization’s President,
Janice Clark, as well as the Music Director and Con-
ductor, Jane Brown. They spoke about the history of
the organization, the joy of performing, the spirit of its
members (all volunteers ranging in age from 12 -92),
and the schedule of upcoming events. Both speakers
noted that in keeping with the orchestra’s goal of
“bringing music to everyone,” the Reno Pops con-
certs are usually free, but occasionally a special per-
formance requires a small fee. Much thanks to Cindy
Burke and members of the Arts and Culture Commit-
tee for arranging this special event.

February 22 - On behalf of the SOLT Committee,
Sarah Carrasco (VP for Service) introduced this
year’s officers and asked them to describe their du-

ties and responsibilities as members of the
board. Elections for the new board are April 12%, and
the comments shared by the current board members
were informative and highlighted the benefits and re-
wards of serving the club.

March 1 - When the scheduled speaker did not make
an appearance, members embraced this rare opportu-
nity to just socialize. An enjoyable time was had by all
and many members suggested that “we need to do this
more often.”

March 8 — While there were numerous items on this
month’s business meeting agenda, President Pam man-
aged efficiently to cover them all. Of particular note,
attendees voted to approve the Ad Hoc Committee’s
recommendation to accept an anonymous donation that
will enable SITM to focus on service projects rather
than fund raising.

Joeleen Scoglio, sponsored by Teresa Mentzer, was
inducted. Welcome, Joeleen!

Cindy Burk presented the 2007-2008 slate of officers
and Kelley Kordonowy presented the delegates report
from the Winter District II and III meeting held on
March 3.
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SITM Picture Gallery

Parliamentarian Jo Ann Roberts explains to members
what she does at Board Meetings to help keep us

organized. A tool she recommends is a small hand-

book that cost her about $7.

This year’s 06/07 Board Member’s put on a Happy Face after a monthly Board
Meeting.
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Winter District IT/I11 Meeting attendees from Left to Right: Jo Ann Roberts,
Faye Andersen, Kelley Kordonowy, Bev Perkins, Carrie Porter, Marilyn Pear-
son, Thuy Schneider, Jennifer Crowe, Gov. Elect Sue Camp, Tracy Turner &

Recording Secretary Marilyn Pearson fashions the many
pencils she needs to keep up with all the note taking as
President Pam Robinson.

Recording Secretary.

Governor Elect Sue Camp addresses the members attending the Winter District

No Sewing was Required for Project Linus~Carrie Porter, Tracy Turner, Kelley
1I/11 Meeting in Carson City.

Kordonowy, and Jo Ann Roberts prepare their fleece for blanket worthiness.
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Commumity Calendar of Events

5:30 p.m. March 22 CAAW Awards Dinner:
The 26th annual Hannah Humanitarian Award will be
presented to the late Dorothy Blakey, one of the most
generous donors to the Committee to Aid Abused
Women, at a reception and dinner. Father George Brati-
otis of St. Anthony Greek Orthodox Church and his wife,
Gloria Bratiotis, liaison for Washoe County School Dis-
trict's Children in Transition program, will also receive
awards. The event is open to the public and features a
silent auction. Details: 329-4150. Eldorado 786-5700.
Cost: $40 per person, $75 for two, $215 for a table of
eight, free for survivors of domestic violence.

10 a.m. March 24 & 25 Nevada Women's Expo

Enjoy a variety of products, samples, services, workshops, edu-
cational presentations, demonstrations and networking opportu-
nities. Themes: Travel & Recreation; Home & Garden; Food &
Entertainment; Artists & Authors; Books, Beauty & Business;
Fashion, Fitness & Finance; Health & Happiness; Parenting &
Self Care; Cooking & Cars and more. Featured guest Suzanne
Somers. Details: www.nevadawomensexpo.com or 750-0841.
Reno-Sparks Convention Center 4590 S. Virginia St.

827-7600. " Cost: $7 general, $2 discounts available online.

31° Annual

Sierra Nevada Region Conference
April 27-249, 2007
Atlantis Casino Resort « Reno

Juoin with Soroptimist friends
from 60 SNR Clubs

Fun and fnjormarive Workshops

Clrily arined Regrionr Awardy

Schofgrships and Honorees

Special Crorest STA Divector Sandv Scfindiz

Full Conference (3} Meal Package - 5120

{or per meal prices apply)

See President Pam for registration

or the complete
-

Call to Conference MM—
CANING RESOIET » HEND 5




