
come co-creators of peace 
and good will. 
 
I treasure you all. Together 
we are changing the world, 
one woman and girl at a time. 
Consider the Possibility! 

 

Happy Holidays! 
 

 

President Patti 

 During this holiday season, 
our lives are filled with the 
spirit of giving. We deliver 
gifts to Seniors; we wrap the 
oh-so-special presents for our 
families; we donate to the 
Food Bank and we put coins 
in the Salvation Army’s red 
kettles. We do wear those 
Christmas sweaters! My earli-
est memories imbue this time 
with excitement and promise.  
 
Today’s holiday season com-
bines the beliefs of many 
traditions and the commer-
cialism of American in a de-
lightful hodge-podge of San-
tas and crèches, Christmas 
carols and red-nosed rein-
deer. Still a time of excite-
ment and promise, a time 
when we can believe in Peace 
on Earth, Good Will to Men. 
 
Consider the Possibility—that 
when the tinsel comes down 
and the gifts are dispersed, 
we still can perform, as the 
bumper sticker enjoins, 

“Random Acts of Kindness 
and Senseless Beauty.” Con-
nection with fellow beings is 
necessary for human health 
and happiness. What better 
way to connect than through 
kindness, empathy, compas-
sion—the joy and satisfaction 
of helping someone else fills 
us and makes us better indi-
viduals, communities and 
nations. 
 
Compassion is a powerful 
agent of change, but it does-
n’t come naturally. It must be 
taught and empathy must be 
cultivated. What better 
method of teaching than 
modeling. Let us be models of 
compassion and empathy in 
our thoughts, words and 
deeds—large and small. JM 
Barrie, creator of Peter Pan, 
said, “Always be a little kinder 
than necessary.”   If each of 
us becomes just “a little 
kinder than necessary” in the 
year ahead, we will truly be-
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Answers to SOLT Quiz (from last issue) 

Soroptimist International of Truckee Meadows                 President Patti Doty                     www.sitmnv.org 

1. The chartering of the first Soroptimist Club 

2. Stuart Morrow 

3. One 

4. Janice Labadie 

5. Faye I. Andersen, Georgia Baker, Diana Dillon, Sue Camp 

6. SI of Pune Metro East 

7. Best for Women 

8. Club Orientation Leadership Training 

9. Mich Galzier 

10. 15 

Calendar 
  9 

SITM UPDATE 
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Everyone is invited 

to attend board 

meetings and food 

is served.  You also 

get credit for  

attendance.  They 

are usually held 

the Tuesday 

before the second 

Thursday of the 

month. 

Board Meeting held 

December 7, 2010 

Board Meeting by Past Governor Faye I. Andersen 

New member Jennifer Burnitt, 

sponsored by Cindy Burk, was 

inducted at the December 

Business Meeting.  She is a 

producer for A and H Insur-

ance.  Welcome Jennifer.  (Call 

her Jen, or call her Jennifer, 

but please don’t call her 

Jenny.)  

 

Still Time to Gift a Solar 

Cooker  

 

Still searching for that special 

holiday gift?  It’s not too late 

to send a gift or special re-

membrance to a friend or fam-

ily member, through the Sierra 

Nevada Region’s Solar Cooker 

Project.  For only $30 you can 

purchase a Solar Cooker in the 

name of a loved one and your 

donation will benefit a woman 

in Darfur.  Jo Ann Roberts will 

send a special card and letter to 

your recipient explaining your 

gift.  

 

Don’t forget that you can do-

nate to this project with your 

spare change at each Business 

Meeting.  Scarlet Ewy and Jo 

Ann are collecting “Change for 

Kay’s Cookers” (in reference 

to SNR Governor Kay 

Whittaker) in one of the pots 

that make up the cooker kit.   

So, bring your spare change 

and donate it towards a solar 

cooker.  They will be collect-

ing change through March. 

 

In Search of a Few Good 

Women  

 

Time is short, but the Human 

Rights/Status of Women Com-

mittee is still seeking nomina-

tions for the Soroptimist Ruby 

Award: For Women Helping 

Women.  The award honors 

women who, through their 

professional or personal efforts 

are making an extraordinary 

difference in the lives of 

women or girls.  The recipient 

will be honored in March and 

$1,000 will be donated to the 

charity of her choice.  See Bev 

Perkins or any member of the 

committee for an application.  

 

In Search of Women Needing 

Assistance 

 

The Education-Women Com-

mittee is seeking nominations 

for the Women’s Opportunity 

Award.  The WOA assists 

women with primary financial 

responsibility for their families 

to obtain the skills-training and 

education necessary to improve 

their employment status and 

standard of living for them-

selves and their family.  See 

Coordinator Georgia Baker for 

an application. 

 

Reno Air Race Totals 

 

SITM has received a $12,060 

check from the Reno Air Rac-

ing Association for members’ 

work at this year’s Reno Air 

Races in September.  With 

calendar sales and a percentage 

of artist Dan Whitkoff’s sales, 

the event raised close to 

$15,000 for SITM projects. 

Thank you to all of the mem-

bers who worked a shift, or 

two or more at the races.  And 

special thanks to family mem-

bers and friends who joined us 

to work at the Air Races.  

 

Happy Dollars  

 

Members’ donated $408 in 

November Happy Dollars that 

were matched by the club for a 

total of $816 which was dis-

tributed equally to the Com-

mittee to Aid Abused Women 

and our Friendship Link Club 

SI/Puné Metro East.  Happy 

Dollars for December are des-

ignated for the SI President’s 

December 10th Appeal.  

 

Membership Changes  

 

Remaining on leave of absence 

is Billie Mendiola through 

January for personal reasons; 

Gayle Baxley and Peggy Smith 

through February for work 

reasons; and Joan Hughes 

through May for travel to Mex-

ico.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  Soroptimist STOP Trafficking Update  by Past Governor Faye I. Andersen 
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 In 2007, Soroptimist launched 

Soroptimists STOP Trafficking to 

raise awareness of sex slavery. 

Since then, clubs around the world 

have worked to educate their com-

munities that this heinous crime 

happens everywhere-including in 

their own backyards. But, Soropti-

mists wanted to do more and they 

have.  Visit the new Soroptimists 

STOP Trafficking website (http://

www.soroptimist.org/

stoptrafficking.html) reflecting the 

work of Soroptimists around the 

world and encouraging more clubs, 

members and individuals to get 

involved in saving women and 

girls from this modern day slavery. 

 

While at the convention in San 

Francisco, then President Elect 

Sharon Fisher led a demonstration 

in front of the headquarters of 

Craigslist.  Apparently Craigslist  

was a common way for traffick-

ers to entice young women into 

their fold.  Fortunately, 

Craigslist saw the disservice that 

they were allowing and changed 

their website accordingly. 

 

Soroptimist has identified four 

areas that need to be addressed 

in order to end sex slavery: rais-

ing awareness, providing ser-

vices for victims, preventing 

slavery before it happens, and 

advocating for better laws. Visit 

the new website, and find new 

ideas and inspiration to finally 

make slavery an issue of the 

past. Women need us. Girls need 

us.  

 

confidence to achieve their full 
potential  

 To change attitudes and social 

structures in the larger community 
through education and awareness 

raising  so that women and girls can 

meaningfully participate in society  
 To impart leadership skills to 

women and girls at local, national, 

and international levels to ensure 
that women’s voices are repre-

sented in decision-making  

  
Every single Soroptimist club around the 

world is already involved in multiple projects – 

at local, region/union and federation level. 
This new long term project will not change 

those activities - we know that it is important 

for each club to forge its own identity through 
a project undertaken for perhaps several years.   

 

In our new long term project you will be in-
vited to focus on the elements of education and 

leadership and apply them to your own club 

projects in your chosen programme area. The 
collective impact of worldwide Soroptimist 

support for education and leadership will make 

our organisation more visible in the world, and 

help us achieve our mission of creating oppor-

tunities to transform the lives of the women 

and girls we serve.   
 

More specific details and activities for the long 

term project, Soroptimists for Education and 
Leadership, are in development and will be 

communicated as soon as they are available. 
This year’s December 10 Appeal is a new 

departure: for the first time we will not be 

raising funds for a specific, partnered project 
but, I firmly believe that by raising money now 

through the December 10 Appeal, we can 

ensure that the long term project has the means 
to empower women and girls from its launch 

date onwards. 

 
We encourage you all, in over 3000 clubs 

throughout the world to contribute to the 2010 

December 10 Appeal. Please send donations to 
your Federation Headquarters for onward 

transmission to Soroptimist International.  

On behalf of the many women and girls who 
will benefit from your support, I offer my 

sincere thanks in advance. 

 

Actions Speaks Louder than Words! 

 

 

An open letter to Soroptimists world-

wide from SI President Hanne 

Jensbo 
  
In August this year, Soroptimists worldwide 

overwhelmingly chose to join together to use 

our tools of AWARENESS, ADVOCACY, and 
ACTION to empower women and girls through 

the long term topic of Education and Leader-

ship.   

 

As your International President, you have my 

whole hearted support for your decision. For 
that reason I am dedicating the 2010 President’s 

December 10 Appeal to securing vital funds to 

progress the long term project that will be 
launched for your selected topic: Soroptimists 

for Education and Leadership. 

 
Your contributions to the 2010 President’s De-

cember 10 Appeal will allow us to support out-

standing Soroptimist projects around the world 
that empower women and girls through educa-

tion and leadership – and the more we raise the 

more we can do.  For the first time ever in an 
international project, Soroptimists can directly 

support other Soroptimists in partnership and 

friendship.   
    

Soroptimists for Education and Leadership has 

three objectives: 
 To empower women and girls by 

ensuring that they have the skills and 

SI President’s Appeal a letter from SI President Hanne 

President Sharon 

Soroptimist fighting 

Traffickking 

President Hanne 
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Carol Dineen, Presi-

dent Patti and Ann 

Steckline at Libby 

Booth School. 

SITM Happenings by Sue Camp 

This past week has been a 

busy one for SITM mem-

bers.  We wrapped presents 

for Libby Booth students to 

present to their families and 

then topped it off with our 

Senior Gift Delivery for the 

Salvation Army.  Whew! 

 

Following are a few photos.  

The rest are in the back of 

the newsletter for your en-

joyment and holiday cheer. 

 

 

A “Big” Anniversary by Marilyn Pearson 

December 2010 marks an anniver-

sary for me.  Last Fall, I attended a 

SITM luncheon meeting where Pat 

Fling, from Big Brothers, Big Sis-

ters of Northern Nevada, was the 

speaker.  Pat’s presentation that 

day changed my life.   

 

Recently retired from the school 

district, I thought I was done with 

kids at least until I became a grand-

mother.  But Pat talked about the 

great need for volunteers “to help 

children reach their potential 

through professionally supported, 

one-to-one relationships with 

measurable impact.”  Volunteers 

are carefully matched with children 

who need a positive adult role 

model in their lives.  I volunteered 

to become a “Big” and chose the 

School Based program. 

 

I spend an hour with my Little 

at her elementary school once a 

week.  We eat lunch together, 

play games, fiddle with crafts, 

play on the playground, and just 

hang out together.  A year ago, 

my 7-year-old Little was very 

quiet and shy.  Now she is more 

confident in her abilities, is 

much more open with me, and is 

doing grade level work with 

ease.  She has blossomed due, in 

part, to our relationship. 

 

My Little and I recently 

“graduated” to the School-Plus 

program where I get to take her 

out into the community once a 

month for several hours.  What 

did she want to do on our first 

outing?  Movies? The Mall?  

No, she wanted to build a snow-

man, and make gingerbread cook-

ies, two things she’d never done 

before.   

 

My Little will remember what a 

wonderful time we had when she 

looks at the photos of that day in 

her scrapbook.  I will remember I 

was there for a number of “firsts” 

for this great little girl in Decem-

ber, the anniversary of our match. 

 

For more information on Big 

Brothers, Big Sisters of Northern 

Nevada, visit: www.bbbsnn.org. 

Carol & Ann are all smiles.  They had not started yet! 

Patti, Patti, Patti, 

the name tag always 

goes on the right!  

And where are the 

Soroptimist name  

tags??? 

An editorial about com-

munity service and how 

you can get involved. 



Friday Digest by President Patti Doty 
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Due to holidays, there are 

only two meetings to report. 

December 2 

Human Rights/Status of 

Women brought us up to 

date on the SI Quadrennial 

Project and the new long 

term project, Soroptimists for 

Education and Leadership.  

We played Bingo thanks to 

Past Governor Faye and had  

a fun time learning from it.   

December 9 

Business meeting, birthday 

celebrations and the induc-

tion of our newest member, 

Jennifer Burnitt sponsored by 

Cindy Burk.  Our Solar Cook-

ers are selling like hot cakes 

and the change is mounting 

up at each business meeting 

to purchase even more.  

Come on ladies, the chal-

lenge is on and we want 

those region officers cooking 

us dinner.  We know that we 

are the best so let’s show it! 

If you have yet to meet our newest member, Jennifer Burnitt, please make sure that you introduce  

yourself at the earliest opportunity.  She is a great gal with a bunch of enthusiasm and  

definitely someone to know.   

 

 

Meet Our Newest Member by Sue Camp         

We will be dark 

for December 23rd 

and 30th 

so do not show up but 

enjoy your loved ones! 

Jennifer Burnitt 

Inducted December 2, 2010 
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SITM Senior Gift Delivery 

 

Diuana, 
Patty & Crew 

Cindy Burk & Jennifer Burnitt 

Bev Perkins, Marilyn 
Peason, Liz Luka-
savich & friend. 

Gayle & Glen Baxley 

Diana Dillon, Vicki Schultz & Betsy Dart 

Thuy Tran & Ana Nadimi 

Vivian Ruiz &  
Friend 



Notes from SIA by Sue Camp 
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We have been informed that 

Executive Director of Soropti-

mist of the Americas, Leigh 

Wintz, has tendered her resig-

nation effective September 1, 

2011.  While this seems like an 

excessive notice, September 1 

is the beginning of the fiscal 

year for SIA and the new Presi-

dent.  Leigh has been in this 

position for 20 years. 

You will soon be able to access 

the reservation and information 

on the SIA website for the So-

roptimist International Conven-

tion in Montreal.  If you have 

never attended a Soroptimist 

International Convention, I 

would encourage you to con-

sider it.  It is an expensive trip 

with the registration at $600 

which does not include meals, 

hotel or air but it could be one 

of those once in a lifetime trips 

and you will learn a lot as well 

as make new friends from 

around the world. 

5. Name the SIA Pro-

gram Director. 

6. Are there Soroptimist 

Clubs in Hawaii? 

7. When is our regional 

conference? 

8. Where will our next 

regional conference be 

held? 

9. Name our VP of Tech-

nical. 

10. How many members 

formed the first So-

roptimist Club? 

 

Here we go! 

1. When was Jo Ann 

Roberts Governor of 

our region? 

2. What is the PAST? 

3. How many clubs in 

our region are in Cali-

fornia? 

4. Name our current Re-

gion Secretary. 

A Little Bit of SOLT 

More Senior Gift Delivery 

Pam Robinson, Georgia Baker & Kay Dunham 

Norma Rash, President Patti, Pattiõs daughter, Lia & 
granddaughter Cecily 
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More Photosé.. 

 

Soroptimist International of Truckee Meadows 

PO Box 20125, Reno, NV 89515 

www.sitmnv.org 

President Patti Doty:  pdoty1943@charter.net 

 

Editor Sue Camp      Reporters   Photographers 

suelcamp@hotmail.com     Faye I. Andersen   Gayle Baxley 

(775) 853-1135      Betsy Dart    

       Marilyn Pearson 

       Tina Smith 

        

        

The birthday girls Cindy 
Burk and & Susan 

Hargrove with President 
Patti 

Stan & Teresa Mentzer & staff from 
Nothing To It 

President Patti, Jean Ned-
denriep, Pattiõs daughter Lia 

& granddaughter Cecily 
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SUN  MON  TUE WED THU  FRI SAT 

   1 
Deadline Violet 

Richardson 

2 
Human Rights/

Status of Women 

3 
Chamber Mixer at 

Image Gallery 12 p.m. 

4 

5 6 7 
Board Meeting 

8 9 
Business Meeting 

10 11 
Senior Gift De-

livery 

12 13 14 15 
Deadline for Nomina-

tions Ruby Award 

16 
Christmas Party 

17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 
Dark for Holiday 

24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 
Dark for Holiday 

31  

December 2010 

SUN  MON  TUE WED THU  FRI SAT 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 
Health 

7 8 

9 10 11 
Board Meeting 

12 13 
Business Meeting 

14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 
Recruitment & 

Retention 

21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 
Education 
Women 

28 29 

30 31      

January 2011 


