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Calendar
April 18 – Chemane Reno’,
Gerontology Specialist
April 25 – Women’s Scholarships
April 26-28 – SNR Conference,
Atlantis
May 2 – Committee Sign-Ups
May 7-- Board Meeting, 5:30
p.m., President Jeanne’s Home
May 9 -- Business Meeting
My 16 – Panel on Russian
Women in Politics
May 23 – Community Outreach
May 30 – Thanks to Youth

SITM Meets…

Thursdays at Noon
at the Atlantis Casino Resort Spa
Second Floor Convention Center
$22 for lunch.
RSVP to sitmtruckeemeadows@
hotmail.com no later than noon
on the Tuesday before the
Thursday meeting.

Soroptimist Is:
a global volunteer organization
working to improve the lives
of women and girls through
programs leading to social and
economic empowerment.

www.sitmnv.org
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The Whirlwind Continues with Spring Projects
Here we are in April and we’re not only
getting rain showers, but we’re seeing
snow showers. I’m beginning to wonder
if spring will ever show its flowery face.
However nasty the weather is, it has
not stopped our committees from doing
their important and powerful work.
IGU hosted their pledge drive and it was
a resounding success. Judge Connie
and Jeanne Baxter took us through the
last 20 years from the inception of the
project to current day. Who would have
thought building a dormitory, educating
girls, and providing micro lending
would not only impact the lives of the
girls but the lives of an entire village.
Congratulations to the IGU Committee’s
success and many thanks to all those
who have participated in that success
over the years.
The election for the 2019-2020 Board
has taken place and incoming President
Penney Leezy’s Board is filled with
wonderfully capable women. In fact,
there are several new faces for the
board. Ana Nadimi has graciously

stepped-up
to fill the
Service Fund/
Treasurer
spot. I know
she will be
a wonderful
asset to the
board. Anna
McArdle
will be our
delegate
and her
presence at
conferences
will assure us
of accurate
President Jeanne was
reporting.
serenaded with”Happy
But the most Birthday”, along with
wonderful
a special cake on her
addition to the actual birthday at the
board is Millie March 28 meeting.
Mitchell, who
becomes our
President-Elect. Millie will bring her
professional expertise and knowledge
Continued on page 2

Congratulations to the Newly-Elected Board
The 2019-2020 SITM
Officers are, from left,
2019-20 President
Penney Leezy; Director
Jeanne Naccarato;
Delegate Anna McArdle;
Treasurer/Service Fund
Ana Nadimi; Secretary
Linda Walker; PresidentElect Millie Mitchell, VP/
Membership Valerie
Hahn; Treasurer/General
Fund Pam Robinson
and Parliamentarian Kay
Dunham. Missing is VP/
Service Chris Fegert.
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Continued from page 1
of boards in general to round out
a qualified and no-nonsense cadre
of leaders. Many thanks go to the
nominating committee comprised of
Faye Andersen, Diana DeMatei, and
Patty Downs. Kudos to these ladies
for their fine work in providing SITM a
fabulous group of candidates.
This month the Education/Women
Committee is hosting their annual
scholarship event for women reentering college and graduate
students. Scholarships totaling
upwards of $35,000 will be awarded
to these phenomenal women who
seek to make their lives better
through education. Coordinators Pam
Robinson, Patti Doty, and Margie
Hermanson, have done an excellent
job in leading the committee to select
these amazing women honored at
the luncheon. Make sure you bring
guests to share in the excitement on
April 25.
Yes it is April and that means I have
been honored to be your President
for the last 10 months. In that time I
have seen the continued dedication,
sacrifice, and tremendous hard work
that SITM members accomplish in
our community and abroad. I remain
forever grateful and blessed by
everyone of you.
Yours and Soroptimism,
President Jeanne
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Women’s Scholarship Luncheon Set for April 25
By Pam Robinson, Education/Woman Co-Coordinator

Ten undergraduate
and four graduate
women students
will be honored at
our annual Dreams
Moving Forward
scholarship luncheon
on Thursday, April 25,
2019. Several of the
students are majoring
in medical fields, but
others are concentrating on business, neuroscience, social work, and STEM
education. They are truly inspirational!
Our guest speaker will be Dr. Debera Thomas,
Professor and Dean of the Orvis School of
Nursing. Dr. Thomas joined UNR in July 2018,
having been Dean of the School of Nursing
and Interim Dean of the College of Health and
Human Services at Northern Arizona University in
Flagstaff, AZ. Her nursing career spans decades
in both teaching and clinical practice.

Debera Thomas, DNS, RN,
ANP/FNP, Dean andProfessor, This is a wonderful luncheon to bring guests,
Orvis School of Nursing.
and many of our Sierra Nevada Region Officers

will be in attendance. The Education/Women
Committee has been hard at work this year, as we received over 60 scholarship
applications!

Panel Discussion on Women in Russia Set for May 16
Mark your calendars for May 16 to attend a panel discussion by seven of your
fellow SITM members who recently had the privilege to meet with five women in
politics from Russia. They were traveling in the Reno area as part of a program
through the Northern Nevada International Center. We discussed Soroptimist
(there is a club in St. Petersburg) and other topics ranged from politics in
Russia, women in politics, freedom of speech, maternity leave and more.

Celebration of Life Planned for Craig Park
A Celebration of Life is planned for Craig Wells “Old” Park
on Sunday, May 26, 2019. Craig was the husband of Life
Member Meg Price, who was killed last fall in a head-on
collision with a wrong-way driver. The celebration will be
from 1 – 4 p.m. at Pinocchio’s Bar & Grill, 4820 Vista Blvd. in
Sparks.
Meg wrote, “We will join together in celebration, honor and
gratitude for a life well lived. He loved so many and would
want you to come as if you were coming to a party at our
house. We will share stories, smiles, laughs and a few tears
for loving him so.”

From left to right: Nataliia Trubacheva, Elizaveta
Timomeeva, Mariya Petukhova, Dinara Kashapova, Sarah
Carrasco, Connie Steinheimer, Monica House and Teresa
Mentzer. Seated from left to right: Nataliya Uretskaya,
Jo Ann Roberts, Faye Andersen and President Jeanne
Naccarato.
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Thanks to Youth Updates and Opportunities for May 30
By Mary Beth Roselli, TTY Co-Coordinator

Please make
sure to reserve
May 30th to
attend our
Thanks to
Youth luncheon.
Doors will open
at 11:30. As
committee
member
Vicki Schultz
requested,
please make
sure, when you
do sell your
tickets, to let
Thanks to Youth Co-Coordinators Mary Beth
Roselli and Liza Chapen, with the help of
Vicki and her
their committee members, kicked-off the
team know
club’s drive to sell tickets for the annual
if you want
event May 30, 2019.
them to sit
together. She
will designate those seats to be under your name. Make
sure to tell your friends to reference that when they
check in. It will help with the seating process. Paula
Ringkob is assisting her this year along with Cindy Burk.
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32nd Annual
Thanks to Youth Luncheon
Honoring Young Heroes in Our Community
Atlantis Casino Resort Spa

$35

As always, Margie is doing our raffle baskets. She does
an amazing job and we appreciate all she does to help
raise our funds for next year’s awards!
Something new this year that we are trying will be
putting donation envelopes on the table. We are hoping
that hearing the bios from our recipients may encourage
people to reach into their pocket books for an additional
donation, while at the table. Again, it never hurts to ask!

Seating begins at 11:30am
Presented by

Soroptimist International of Truckee Meadows
A portion of the donation may be tax deductible.
Ticket printing generously donated by Digiprint.

3800 South Virginia
Reno, NV

In May, we will distribute sheets for the volunteers to help
with raffle sales, escorting people to their seats, greeting
our awardees and families and whatever needs to be done.
In addition to volunteering, you will have plenty of time to
enjoy the event with your friends. It takes a community to
put one of these events together.
We have a terrific group of children this year to receive
awards. We will be sharing some of their stories as the
weeks go by, and there are not that many left!!!
A big thank you to all SITM members, from your Thanks to
Youth Team!

Don’t forget to ask your friends, book club members,
Friday night wine sipping friends to attend this annual
event. Unless you ask, they might never know about
this fantastic event and what a great way to introduce
new people to what Soroptimist does. Don’t be shy
to ask them to purchase a ticket. There is a lot of
entertainment and great food for the price of $35. Tables
of 8 are $400.
We are also handing out a goodie bag to each of the
eight scholarship recipients and eight Unsung Heros
this year, so if you have any connections to companies
that may be able to donate a gift certificate, pen, or
some appropriate item, please ask! Through Margie’s
connection, we have gift certificates from Coconut Bowl
for each child. Liza Chapen, Chris Fegert and I have
been busy with a small glass fusion gift to include.

May 30, 2019 • Noon - 2pm

Rechelle Murillo,
Intervention
Coordinator for the
Washoe County
School District, spoke
at the Thanks to
Youth kickoff meeting
on April 4.

In an informative and sometimes shocking
presentation, Recheel Murillo outlined some of the
issues facing Children in Transition. For example:
Of children in Nevada:
1 out of 5 living in poverty.
1 out of 4 are food insecure
1 out of 3 are living with parents who lack secure
employment.
Of the 64,000 students attending Washoe County
Schools, 12,000 of them are chronically absent by
missing 10% or 18 days of the school year.

Soroptimist International of Truckee Meadows
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Donating and Purchasing Previously-Loved Jewelry for WACCS
SITM members and friends
gathered March 21 at the
home of Patty Downs to
gather jewelry and other
accessories to donate to
the annual True Colors: Old
Treasures, New Futures
event, a signature fundraiser
of the Women and Children’s
Center of the Sierra
Gathered together to gather jewelry and accessories
were, from left: Gayle Kmetovicz, Patti Doty, Patty Downs
and Millie Mitchell.

Members and guests sipped
wine, enjoyed appetizers and
mingled with other women
who care about and support
women and children in our
community.
WACCS event True Colors:
Old Treasurers, New
Futures, is scheduled for
Thursday, April 18 at the
Atlantis, 5:50 – 7:30 p.m.

Members and guests donated a load
of previously-loved jewelry and other
accessories.

Tickets are $20 each, or two for $30
and include appetizers, a glass of
champagne and a door prize entry!
See Niki Ewing, who is coordinating
members’ attendance

Pam Russel, Executive Director of WACCS,
with President Jeanne Naccarato at the
jewelry gathering.

Nepal Scholarship Recipients Wish Soroptimists
“Happy Holi Day”
On March 20, 2019 when we
celebrated the first day of Spring,
our scholarship recipients messaged
me “Happy Holi Day” to Soroptimist!
In Nepal, “Holi” is known as the
Festival of Colors. It is one of the
most popular festivals in Nepal. It
takes place on the full moon day
in March and is celebrated for the
victory of good over evil and for the
coming of spring. It is also known as
the festival of harmony & love. It is
an ancient festival of India and was
originally known as Holika. During
the Holi festival, the Nepalese will
throw dry powder and colored water
at each other to express their sincere
blessings and good wishes.

By Monica House, IGU Coordinator

A participant shows off some
of the colored powder from
Holi Day.

Some of our scholarship
recipients in Thulipokhari
celebrate Holi Day in
Nepal.

Colored powder is
prepared for the Holi
Day ceremony.

Soroptimist International of Truckee Meadows
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We Get Letters...
Thanks for Making a
Difference Seminar
Thank you all so much for the
wonderful Job Skills and Training
program. I truly appreciate the time
to assist me in job search preparation
including the Clothes Closet. I now
feel completely prepared for whatever
interview comes my way. I hope to
work with Soroptimist International of
Truckee Meadows in the future.
Thank you again for considering me
for a laptop computer as well. You
guys are all amazing.
Sincerely,
Amanda Carter

Dear Pam (and all the other
lovely lades):
Thank you for allowing me to be
a participant in the recent Making
a Difference for Women event. I
am still thinking about all I learned
during the event. And, I have two
professional geology conferences
to present in April and May in which
I can wear my Clothes Closet outfit!
Thank you again for all you do.
Sincerely,
Conni De Masi Castillo

Thanks from
Ruby Award Recipient
Dear Members:

Dear SITM:

We wish to express our gratitude
for the $250 donation. Because of
this donation, one of our citizenship
study learners who has not saved the
complete application fee, will now be
able to apply.

Thank you so much for your generous
donation to Sierra Nevada Stitchers.
Your Happy Dollars (February 2019)
will be used to make fabric and
batting purchases for children’s quilts.

As you probably know by now, the
ESL In Home Northern Nevada
mobilizes a large volunteer base
that tutor well deserving non-English
speaking people in English language
skills.
Thanks to donors like you and the
kind hearts of our volunteers, we
are able to make a huge impact
in thousands of lives and tens of
thousands of families.
With gratitude,
Florence Phillips
Founder/Executive Director
(Florence is a 2019 SITM
Ruby Award Recipient)

We appreciate all you do for
our community and for The
Empowerment Center. Thank you for
allowing us to attend this great event.
Bill Sero
The Empowerment Center

Sincerely,
Marilyn Pearson
SNS Secretary
(Also signed by Dot Watts and four
other SNS members.)

Thanks from District 5
Director Sue Chambers
Dear President Jeanne
and SITM Board:
I enjoyed visiting your club last week.
Seeing how your club operates
provides me with good examples and
ideas to share with other clubs. I look
forward to future visits. Thank you for
lunch.
District Director Sue

Presentation Highlights Nonprofit
Organizations and Grassroots Lobbying
The Nevada Legislature is currently in session and
several bills of interest to Soroptimists, including
those to eliminate human trafficking, have been
introduced this session.

Good morning Carol and Dot:
On behalf of our clients and our
entire staff¸ I would like to thank you
and all of the Soroptimist members
so very much for the amazing Making
a Difference for Women event. You
certainly made the day for our ladies
that were able to attend. The smiles
on their faces certainly made my day.

Thanks from Sierra Stitchers
for Happy Dollars

Sarah Adler

The Public Awareness Committee presented
lobbyist Sarah Adler at the March 28 meeting.
Sarah is a lobbyist for the Nevada Coalition to End
Domestic and Sexual Violence and Sarah gave
an informative overview of nonprofit organizations
lobbying, bills of interest to Soroptimists and ideas
for how to get involved.

She started with “Grossroots Lobbying and Sex Trafficking: What’s
Effective”. A copy of her slide show was distributed in President
Jeanne’s March 28 Star Report. Contact Jeanne if you’d like to view it.
Also, a step-by-step “Legislative Advocacy Handbook” has been
developed by NCEDSV and can be obtained on their website at https://
www.ncedsv.org/. Check under “Resources” and “Publications Library”.

Soroptimist International of Truckee Meadows
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Welcoming our Newest Club, Soroptimist International of Pinenut Valleys
Welcome to the Sierra Nevada Region’s newest
Soroptimist Club, Soroptimist International of
Pinenut Valleys. Sponsored by SI/Carson City,
the new club was chartered on March 23 in
Gardnerville, Nevada.
The ceremony was attended by Sierra Nevada
Region and District Officers and Coordinators, as
well as six SITM members bringing well-wishes
during the ceremony and luncheon.
The Induction Ceremony was conducted by
SNR Governor-Elect Sarah Carrasco and the
Presentation of the Charter was made by Past
SIA President and Past SNR Governor Poco
Davis. Soroptimist pins were presented by District
6 Director Stacey Sawyer. New officers of the
club were installed by SNR Governor Lane Parks.
Danielle Kennedy is the new President of SI/
Pinenut Valleys.
Welcome to Soroptimist and best wishes to our
newest club.

SNR Governor-Elect Sarah Carrasco inducts the new members of SI/
Pinenut Valleys

SITM members joined in the celebration of a new
club. From left: Penney Leezy, President Jeanne
Naccarato and Kay Dunham.

SNR Governor Lane Parks installs Danielle Kennedy
as the new President of SI/Pinenut Valleys.

SNR Governor Lane
Parks, left, with District 5
Director Sue Chambers.

A special cake was made
for the occasion.

Soroptimist International of Truckee Meadows
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Sign-up- for Conference: You’re Late, But NOT Too Late
The Sierra Nevada Region
Conference is being held
April 26-28 at the Atlantis
Casino Resort Spa in Reno.
The registration deadline has
passed, but you can still attend
with a $35 late fee. The cost
is per meal, with no other
registration fees. So sign-up for just the portion you will
attend.
The Call to Conference and registration can be found
on the SNR website, www.soroptimistsnr.org, or contact
President Jeanne for a copy.
SITM members attending conference for the first time
are covered on a reimbursement basis for meals.
This year’s conference features some special speakers
and guests. Soroptimist International President Mariet
Verhoef-Cohen (from the Netherlands) will be joining
us for conference. Our Soroptimist International of the
Americas Official Federation Visitor will be Patricia (Pat)
McCay (from Alabama), SIA Secretary/Treasurer.

Dr. Ciriaco “Cid” Pinedo, the President/CEO of Children’s
Fund in San Bernardino, California will speak about his
organization’s mission of giving vulnerable children support,
opportunity and hope by breaking destructive cycles of
poverty, abuse and neglect.
Also speaking is Ruby Johnson, a mining engineer and
founder/editorial director of STEMher by Ruby B. Johnson
Magazine. Her magazine, STEMher, celebrates women
thriving in their careers and inspires others to fuel their
curiosity and interests in STEM. Ruby is also the founder of
When You Believe Foundation, an organization committed
to the empowerment of girls and women in all walks of life.
Friday afternoon workshops include: “Stop Trafficking and
Legislative Advocacy Summit”; and “Boost It! Create a Paid
Advertisement on Facebook”.
Following the Friday night
opening and business, there will
be a Murder Mystery Game.
Business and speakers
continue through Sunday, with
adjournment by 2 p.m. Sunday.

New Robotics Systems Purchased for DIBI at Hunter Lake School
Last month’s approval of an
extra $500 in the Dream It. Be It.
Committee budget brought brand
new robotics systems to the 3rd
through 6th grade girls at Hunter Lake
Elementary School. Previous to this,
members
brought their
own personal
IPads to be
used by the
girls in the
exercises.
This year’s
focus is on
robotics and
Kay Dunham, Cocomputer
Coordinator of the
coding,
DIBI program displays
workbooks for the girls. teaching the
girls how to
block code
with age-appropriate lessons and
demonstrations.
Nate Pearson, Marilyn’s son joined

one of the sessions last month. He
works for TrainerRoad.com and
hires coding professionals for his
business. So he was able to bring
the “fun and games” aspect of the
exercises into the real world of
working as a “coder” in business.

Kim Coulter Davis helps the girls with some
of the coding.

Nate and Marilyn Pearson offer
guidance on how to use one of the
new robotics systems.

Members are welcome to join the DIBI
Committee members at any of the biweekly sessions, every-other Tuesday,
after school in the school library. See
Kay Dunham or Patty Mamola for
dates.

Soroptimist International of Truckee Meadows
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April Board & Business Recap
By Faye I. Andersen

Congratulations to the newly elected 2019-2020 SITM
Officers, who were duly elected by the membership at
the April Business Meeting. Joining soon-to-be President
Penney Leezy for the new Club Year are: PresidentElect, Millie Mitchell; Vice President Program, Chris
Fegert; Vice President Membership, Valerie Hahn;
Secretary, Linda Walker; Treasurer/Service Fund, Ana
Nadimi; Delegate, Anna McArdle.

Lotsafun, a summer sleep-away camp for children and
adults with disabilities at Eagle Lake, California.
Membership Changes
The board extended Kathy Hudson’s leave of absence
through June, for health reasons. Remaining on leave
through June is Barbara Atwell, for personal reasons.

Also joining soon-to-be President Penney will be
Treasurer/General Fund, Pam Robinson; and Director,
Jeanne Naccarato, who are completing their terms of
office. Thanks to all of these members for stepping up to
lead SITM in the coming Club Year.
Proposals for Next Year’s Budgets
At the April Business Meeting, Finance/Governance CoCoordinator Vicki Schultz discussed updates, proposed
changes and solicited suggestions for the 2019-2020
General and Service Fund Budgets. The Finance
Committee working in conjunction with the Governance
Committee is drafting some language to propose three
major changes to SITM Policies and Procedures.
1. Establish a reserve policy for the Service and
General Funds. Proposed is a $25,000 reserve, or
about two years of fund raising for the Service Fund;
and a $20,000 reserve, or about two years of
operating for the General Fund.
2. Establish a “Wish Fund” as a way to put any excess
funds to work where committees could request funds
to support their already approved projects. These
requests would come before the board and
membership for approval.
3. Proposing a weekly drawing for a “free lunch” from
among those in attendance each week. Funds to
cover the cost would come from the General Fund.
Ending the Ruby Award and
Repurposing the Funds to LYD
The Empowerment of Women Committee, which is
responsible for administering the Soroptimist Ruby
Award: For Women Helping Women made a motion
to discontinue the program and repurpose the $1,000
budget to the Live Your Dream program scholarship. The
board recommended and the membership approved the
motion.

Celebrating April birthdays, from left, were: Niki Ewing,
Patty Mamola and Mary Beth Roselli.

Crochet Hooks at the
Ready, Set, CROCHET
The next “Afghan Social” is scheduled for April 30 from
5 – 7 p.m. at Diana DeMatei’s office.
SWAG/Blue Moon
1375 Greg Parkway, Suite 105 in Sparks
Office 359-5600
Diana’s Cell 690-9587
No need to know how to crochet. This group will teach you.
Bring a “Q” crochet hook and yarn.
Each year the dedicated SITM crocheters donate100+
afghans to local charities.

Northern Nevada HOPES Receives Happy Dollars
March Happy Dollars, totaling $346 were collected
for Northern Nevada HOPES. HOPES is a nonprofit
community health center in downtown Reno. April
Happy Dollars are designated for Amplify Life’s Camp

Enjoying the company are, from left: President Jeanne
Naccarato, Laury Macauley, Bev Perkins and Pam Robinson.

Soroptimist International of Truckee Meadows
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President Jeanne Naccarato
naccsitm@gmail.com

Contributing to this issue
Jo Ann Roberts
Jeanne Naccarato
Penney Leezy
Kay Dunham
Monica House
Connie Steinheimer
Pam Robinson
Meg Price
Mary Beth Roselli
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Board Meets monthly on Tuesday
following the first Thursday, 5:30 p.m.
President Jeanne Naccarato’s home

SITM Board 2017-18
President
Jeanne Naccarato
President – Elect
Penney Leezy
VP/Program
Dot Watts
VP/Membership
Chris Fegert
Secretary
Linda Walker

Treasurer/General Fund
Pam Robinson
Treasurer/Service Fund
Lynne Catrow
Director
Rikki Hensley-Ricker
Delegate
Diana DeMatei
Parliamentarian
Margie Hermanson

For information about our organization, check out these Soroptimist
Websites:
Sierra Nevada Region: www.soroptimistsnr.org
Soroptimist International of the Americas: www.soroptimist.org
Soroptimist International: www.soroptimistinternational.org

Did you know . . .
Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!
Volunteer Week in North America was April 7-13—the perfect opportunity to recognize each and every one of our
members in our 21 countries and territories who give their valuable time and talents in service to our mission.
One of the many things we are most thankful for are our strengths. During our 45th Biennial Convention in Yokohama,
Japan, members identified the following strengths we can build on … and we are THANKFUL for them all:
Members—Our

members are passionate, committed, talented and professional.

Fundraisers—Our fundraisers are creative, innovative and successful.
Live Your Dream Awards—Our award transforms women’s lives and is well-known.
Collective Impact—Our focus creates unity, cohesion and organization.
Mission and Focus—Our mission and focus makes us unique.
Because of these strengths, together we are making dreams come true for women and girls across the globe.

