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Celebrating a Successful Club Year

My message this month is not

an easy one. This week, SITM
discovered that a number of its
members will be leaving to form
another Soroptimist club. The

new club is being formed to
accommodate a meeting format

and schedule that is very different
from what the governing members
of SITM want. This has harkened
me back to last weekend’s Sierra
Nevada Region Conference, where
the SIA President, Stephanie Smith,
spoke about change and how it is
needed. Thatis true, but sometimes
not everyone wants change or
agrees on what that change should
be. And Soroptimist clubs are
democratic so the majority wins. So
maybe change sometimes means
that new clubs have to be formed so
that original clubs can continue as
they want to do and others can get
the change they desire. However,
no matter how it is accomplished,
change is hard—President
Stephanie is correct.

But the good news is that the Club

year is about to end, and SITM can
begin its new year fresh with a new
President, Board and Committees.

And, of course, SITM members have so
much about which to be proud from the
previous year’s accomplishments. We
accomplished so much this year, from
the successful Mad as a Hatter Tea to
the great Thanks to Youth luncheon and
the many scholarships to women and
children, and so much more. Every
committee worked diligently to play its
part in all of the service work that SITM
does for the community.

Thank you to each and every one of
you who helped me through my year
as President. As a working member, |
wasn’t always ready for all of the tasks
to be done and was constantly assisted
and encouraged by all of you. My
heart is filled with gratitude for this year
with SITM, which will remain with me
always.

President Laury Macauley

SITM Meets...

Thursdays at Noon

at the Atlantis Casino Resort Spa
Second Floor Convention Center
$30 for lunch.

RSVP to info@sitmnv.org no later
than noon on the Sunday before
the Thursday meeting.

Soroptimist Is:
a global volunteer organization
that provides women and girls with
access to the education and train-
ing they need to achieve economic
empowerment.

n Find us on
B8 Facebook

www.sitmnv.org

In the awards program at SNR
Conference, for Soroptimist
Celebrating Success, SITM
was presented second place in
the categories of Program and
Fundraising. In the awards for
Five Star Public Awareness,
SITM was presented a second
place in the category of
Innovative Public Awareness
and first place in the category of
. Newsletter.

President Laury displays the four awards that SITM
received this year at conference.
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Ten Women See Their Dreams Moving Forward Thanks to SITM

By Pam Robinson, Education/Women Co-Coordinator

Dorothy Nash Homes

Six undergraduate and four graduate
women were awarded Dreams
Moving Forward scholarships at our
June 1 luncheon. Our speaker at
the event was former SITM member,
the Honorable Judge Dorothy Nash
Holmes, who shared her amazing
story and was truly inspirational to all
in attendance.

Here are some facts about our
undergraduate scholarship recipients.
Megan Coscuna is a re-entry student
majoring in data science at TMCC
with plans to continue at UNR. She
is a survivor of domestic violence and
other hardships. Kristina Deming

is a married student with a 7-year-
old daughter, majoring in nursing

at TMCC. She volunteers at her
church and tutors other nursing
students. Bailey Hill is a re-entry
student majoring in computer science
and engineering at UNR. She is the
survivor of an abusive stepfather

but was able to move away with

her mother. She plans to work in
cybersecurity.

Dominique Kent is majoring in English
Writing and Museum Studies at UNR.
A Reno native, she has overcome
many hardships and volunteers at

Bailey Hill

Dominique Kent

the Disability
Resource Center
at UNR. Jasmine
Maraldo is the
single mother

of two children
and is majoring

in Radiology
Technology at
TMCC. She
currently works
part time as a
CNA. Celina
Rowe is also
majoring in
Radiology
Technology at
TMCC and plans
to obtain additional licenses so she
can work in forensic radiology.

Our graduate students are enrolled
in a variety of fields. Emily Etter

is a third-year medical student at
UNR School of Medicine and plans
to be a pediatrician and remain in
her home state of Nevada. Kaycee
Smith is working on her Masters in
Business Administration at UNR and
recently graduated with a degree in
Mechanical Engineering. She has
funded her education by raising and
selling her 4-H farm animals and
designs, builds, and races old
VWs.

Lisa Watson is working on
her Masters in Social Work at
UNR and is a single mom of
a 13-year-old. She currently
works at the Inter-Tribal
Council of Nevada and wants
to continue working in the
non-profit world. She will

Jasmine Maraldo

Emily Etter

Presenting the scholarship recipients from the Education/
Women Committee were, from left: Jeanne Naccarato, Kimberley
Goodnight and Co-Coordinator Pam Robinson.

be interning this summer at Eddy
House. Casey White is working on
her Masters in Animal and Rangeland
Science at UNR and plans to remain
in Nevada working with dryland areas
and ecosystems.

The Education Women committee
received 20 undergraduate and 7
graduate scholarship applications.
After spending many hours reviewing
and interviewing, the committee
chose these 10 talented women to
receive $40,000 in scholarships. Our
luncheon was well attended, both in
person and on Zoom.

Casey White
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34" Annual Thanks to Youth Honors Students at Luncheon

By Pam Sutton, Thanks to Youth Co-ordinator

i

Speaker Andrea Esparza told of
her ife as the daughter of immigrant
parents, first to go fo college and
become a television broadcaster.

SITM’s 34" annual Thanks to Youth
celebration found over 200 people

at the Atlantis Hotel Casino Spa on
May 23, 2023. They were there to
celebrate the achievements of four
graduating high school seniors,

who have expressed great desire to
further their education and who also
have significant financial need. Five
Unsung Heroes were also recognized
for demonstrating kindness,
generosity, concern for others,
humility, courage, perseverance or
the ability to overcome hardships in

a way that inspires others and makes
the world a better place. Scholarship
recipients each received $5,000 and
the Unsung Heroes received $275
cash spending sprees at Target.

TTY Co-Coordinator Valerie Hahn,
described the scholarships and
recognitions being presented

Each recipient also received
proclamations from local

dignitaries and were professionally
photographed. Proud parents, school
counselors, siblings and friends were
there to support them, and a sense
of joy and achievement could be felt
throughout the event.

Our keynote speaker was Andrea
Esparza, a familiar face to those who
watch News 4-Fox 11 where she is a
Multimedia Journalist. Her story was
truly inspirational. From an immigrant
family living in a small town in rural
California, Andrea was the first to go
to college and, against the wishes of
her family, she went on to pursue her
dream in journalism.

TTY Co-Coordinator Pam Sutton
gave the history of TTY and how it
has gown over the years.

The highlight of the luncheon was
the introduction of each recipient. We
got to hear their back stories — the
achievements, the hardships
and the dreams. There were
very few dry eyes in the
room!

This year’s recipients are:
Scholarships:

Addison Crain -- Reno High
School

Alexandra Armenta Munoz --
Sparks High School
Jennifer Rodriguez-Reynoso
-- Earl Wooster High School
Anna Maria Zueva -- TMCC
High School

Judge Connie Steinheimer presents an
Unsung Hero Award to Lincoln Butler.

Unsung Heroes

Lincoln Butler -- Jessie Beck
Elementary School

Hunter Guinan -- Hunter Lake
Elementary School

Elijah Myers (Eli) -- Mount Rose K-8
School

Amani Smitz -- Clayton Middle
School

Jordyn Stallworth -- Dilworth Middle
School

Thanks To Youth comes about
through the effort of the Education/
Youth Committee, which works
closely with local schools, both
public and private, to find scholarship
applicants and nominations for
Unsung Heroes. The committee
spends many hours reviewing
applications and selects the most
deserving. The Thanks To Youth
Committee plans and manages the
event, including fundraising.

Monica House, Education/Youth Co-Coordinator
presents a youth scholarship to Addison Crain.

Continued on page 4




Dot Watts and Jo Ann Roberts at the check-in table.

From a humble beginning in 1987, where
Unsung Heroes were presented with
certificates and gifts at a special Soroptimist

Andrea Esparza, center, is surrounded by scholarship recipients, from leff, meeting, the program moved a step
Jennifer Rodriguez -Reynoso, Anna Maria Zueva, Addison Crain and Alexandra further, with three sponsors volunteering
Armenta Munoz. ’

to each donate $1,000. This money was
used to provide scholarships to three
graduating seniors who were continuing
their education in non-traditional fields
such as cosmetology or mechanic’s school.
Over the years we have given scholarships
to over 160 graduating seniors and have
recognized over 170 Unsung Heroes.

We are very lucky to have John Farahi and
the Atlantis Casino Resort Spa underwrite
the lunches, banquet room, and servers.
Every penny raised through sponsorships,
grants, ticket sales, raffle sales and
donations, funds awards for the following
year.

‘

Unsung Heroes recognized were, from left Amani Smitz, Hunter Guinan,
Lincoln Butler, Elijjah Myers (Eli) and Jordyn Stallworth

‘g Kaylyn Dazey-Harper, left, and Jeanne Naccarato
18] e kR A interview scholarship recipient Jennifer Rodriguez
Members and guests check out the raffle prizes. Reynoso.




Celebrating SNR’s 47** Annual Conference

Excerpted from Bev Perkins’ Delegate Report

The annual Sierra Nevada Region
Conference was held June 2-4, 2023
at the Atlantis in Reno, Nevada.
Some 214 Soroptimists and guests
attended throughout the weekend.

Patty Elam, Pam Robinson, Jeanne
Naccarato and Bev Perkins take on
the Lingo Bingo challenge.

Friday opened with the Marketplace
sales area that was expertly
overseen by SITM member Beth
Sharp. SITM’s Penney Leezy was
due to coordinate, but due to a hip
fracture was unable to attend and sell
her beautiful jewelry. SITM’s Barbara
Atwell, made the cross-country trip

to join the Marketplace and sell her
hand-crafted blankets, table runners,
placemats and more.

Kay Dunham and Diana DeMatei
greeted and registered Club Delegates
for Conference. Kay was the Credential
Coordinator for Conference.

Friday afternoon featured
“Soroptimist 101 Lingo
Bingo” where members
learned interesting facts
about Soroptimist. Our
Federation Visitor,
Soroptimist International
of the Americas President
Stephanie Smith, was
there to provide additional
information to our lucky
attendees. Also Friday
afternoon, members were
given a chance to meet
the candidates for SNR
Nominating Committee,
for terms of 2023-2025.
Delegates were briefed
on voting protocol by the
Elections Committee.

in the Marketplace while Diana DeMatei does some

shopping.

Federation Program Chair Susan
Horst MC’ed the Wild West Follies
for the Friday night entertainment.

An evening “Diamonds & Denim”
cocktail reception, honoring SIA
President Stephanie, preceded the
Grand March of the SNR Board
members and Club Presidents.
Members enjoyed a delicious buffet
dinner as SNR Governor Lisa

District 5 Director Holly Nash doing her
Dolly Parton impersonation on stage.

Continued on page 6




Fitzgerald called the conference to
order. In the awards program for
Soroptimist Celebrating Success,
SITM was presented second place
in the categories of Program and
Fundraising. In the awards for
Five Star Public Awareness, SITM
was presented a second place in
the category of Innovative Public
Awareness and first place in the
category of Newsletter.

Entertainment for the evening
included “West at its Best Follies”,
featuring the SNR Board in a
choreographed dance to the tune
of Dolly Parton’s “9-to-5” ballad.
SITM’s own District 5 Director Holly
Nash, exhibited her “Inner Dolly”
dressed in a hot pink western outfit
and lip-syncing along with the tune.
They were followed by a half-dozen
clubs performing western-themed
skits. Line dancing wrapped up the
evening.

An eye-opening “Bunkhouse

N,
N

SITM Delegate Bev Perkins

Breakfast” buffet greeted attendees
Saturday morning as Governor Lisa
got down to business. First time
attendees were recognized, including
SITM’s Kimberly Goodnight, Nicole
DuPont and Patty Elam. Delegates

Official Visitor SIA President
Stephanie Smith addresses the
conference.

voted on the one SNR Bylaw
Amendment extending the timeline
for Region Conference to June 15,
replacing May 15. Delegates were
excused to vote for the candidates
for the Nominating Committee
member running from their district.

After the “Corral Yee Haw” luncheon
buffet, Official Visitor SIA President
Stephanie Smith spoke about being
inclusive, which means having
diversity, equity, inclusion and
belonging for all members. She
reminded us that we usually judge
based on how people look, making

assumptions about age, wealth,

etc. — and we found out how wrong
that can be! This habit prevents us
from learning. We should not treat
everyone the same, but how they
want to be treated. What brings

us together is mission comradery.
We were encouraged to “be your
authentic self” but to use boundaries
to stay within acceptable limits —

for example, if you like to swear a
lot, when at a Soroptimist meeting

it would be best if you refrained.
President Stephanie showed great
self-control in this area. Lastly, she
reminded us to “listen to understand,”
not to respond — we shouldn’t
respond unless asked to do so. She
noted that “listen” and “silent” contain
the same letters: in order to listen we
must stay silent. She encouraged
us to listen, be respectful, and be
agreeable.

Committee Coordinators gave reports
on our SIA Big Goal fundraising
efforts. Laurel Society and Laurel
Legacy members were honored,
including several members of SITM.
The Endowment Fund report was
given, which included several grants

T, T - 1
Kimberly Goodnight, far right, was one of
the First Time attendees recognized at the
conference. Patty Elam and Nicole DuPont
were also recognized.

Continued on page 7




Continued from page 6

to region clubs. This fund is the
recipient of the proceeds from the
basket raffle conducted throughout
the conference.

During the “Rustlers Dinner”, the
election results were announced.
The Nominating Committee
Coordinator for District 5 will be
Katelin Felicetti, from Sl/Fallon.
What followed was an interactive
activity called “So You Think You
Know Soroptimist” testing members’
knowledge of, you guessed it,
Soroptimist.

Sunday began with the annual
"Celebration of Life” ceremony
honoring those members who had
passed since the last conference. As
members settled in for a “Buckaroo
Brunch” buffet, reports on the Dream
It, Be It and Big Goal Accelerator
programs. The Ruby Award was
presented to Celeste Wiser, founder
of Lassen Resiliency. Then the Live
Your Dream awards were presented
to four deserving women, all of
whom gave stirring thank yous to
Soroptimists.

Invitations were given to the 2023 vir-
tual Leadership Round Table June 22
& 23 (coming up soon); Soroptimist
Development Retreat August

19-20, at the Atlantis; next year’s
SNR conference, June 7-9, 2024,
and the SIA 2023 convention in Bel-
levue, Washington.

After final reports and remarks, the
conference was adjourned with the
Soroptimist pledge.

Please feel free to address any
questions about this conference to
our attendees from SITM (19 of us):
Pam Robinson, Kay Dunham, Margie
Hermanson, Jeanne Naccarato, Faye
I. Andersen, President Laury, Barbara
Atwell, Carmella Cipollina, Cindy
Burk, Sarah Carrasco, Millie Mitchell,
Holly Nash, JoAnn Roberts, Diana
DeMatei, Kim Goodnight, Patty Elam,
Linda Walker, Beth Sharp, or your
Delegate.

Lucky Kay Dunham won not one, not
two, but three raffle baskets over the
course of the conference.

Patty Elam won a basket in the
Endowment Fund raffle Friday
night.

Margie Hermanson, far right,
was the hostess for our Official
Visitor, SIA President Stephanie,
at left, with SNR Governor Lisa
Fitzgerald shown in the middle.



[1LE N Il

STEM at Hunter Lake Elementary School

By Kay Dunham and Patty Mamola, Co-Coordinators

At our final session for this school year the girls were
treated to cookies to decorate, pizza and t-shirts and
also completed a survey covering their experience with
our STEM coding project. We all appreciated their
comments and suggestions.

The survey included the following questions, along with
their answers:

Tell me about something you learned: How to
animate, how to block code, design and draw digitally,

. B i B to work together
gl ke ¥ = ’
‘ﬁ%‘»"ﬁ s TR coding.

j§ What was your
\ M goal: making

) settings, learn
to code objects,
to have fun, to
teach kids how
' to code and
program, have
fun.

Patty Elam and Nicole DuPont helping ~ Did you

the girls decorate their sugar cookies. ~ accomplish
your goal?: a
unanimous YES!

What did you like best about the activities: the
little sphero robots, interesting, having fun, designing
art and sprites digitally, we got to work together,
customizing your name.

What did you like least about the activities: the
way my stuff looked, getting stuck with the coding, not
understanding how to animate, nothing, leaving at the
end of the session.

What would you like to learn in future STEM
classes: how to control a robot, how to animate, how
to build stuff, everything, robots.

What would you like to learn about coding next
year: Code robots, increase my brain power, make an
animation video, everything, code more objects.

The girls, 3" grade through 5" grade, were fully
engaged each session, worked as teams as they
designed, tested and re-designed their coding
exercises. Designing a dragon that made bird or dog
sounds or sang a song became popular ideas. Each
week their abilities increased so that by the final
session they could animate an object/animal/name,
place it in a scene they designed and have it make
sounds. All of the steps required the use of block

i AL
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STEM at Hunterlake Elementary School are from left, Kay Dun-
ham, Doris Phelps, Nicole DuPont, Patty Elam, Jeanne Nacca-
rato and Pam Robinson with the STEM girls.

coding commands.

The objective for our STEM project at Hunter Lake is to
provide a hands-on block coding experience for girls in this
near-risk school. The students learn very quickly and are
able to solve the coding problems through their teamwork.

STEM will become STEAM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, Arts, Math) at Hunter Lake next fall when we
introduce programming robots and a graphic arts section
that will enable the girls to design a website. We have been
invited back by Principal Amanda McWilliams to continue
our after-school program when school begins in the fall.

Thanks to the entire committee: Pam Robinson, Nicole
Dupont, Patty Elam, Jeanne Nacarrato, Doris Phelps. Great
work ladies!

Hunter Lake girls at the “wrap party” with SITM
members, and showing off the t-shirts they designed.
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June Board & Business Recap
By Faye I. Andersen

The SITM Board was caught off guard at the June
Business Meeting when they received a last-minute
motion from three members, Norma Webster, Connie
Steinheimer and Monica House, outlining their
desire to work towards chartering a new Soroptimist
Club. It included their motion requesting SITM to

be the sponsor for a new club, Sl/Sierra Reno. Of
course, there was discussion, but not a lot of time
for questions and consideration, since the new club
wanted to be fully operational by July 1. So SITM’s
decision was imminent. The Board recommended

to the membership to approve the motion to be

the sponsor. At the Business Meeting, the SITM
membership also voted to be the sponsoring club for
the new SI/SR club.

At the Board Meeeting, a second motion was
presented by Monica House recommending that
SITM work together on the IGU Nepal project starting
in the new Club Year. Kay Dunham made a motion

to table Monica’s motion to allow SITM more time for
board and membership consideration. In the end, Kay
withdrew her motion to table Monica’s motion and
then Monica withdrew her motion. Kay also made a
motion to maintain a liaison with Monica until such
time as the new club is formed. That motion was
passed by the board.

The night before the Business Meeting, Monica
emailed a letter to President Laury and President-
Elect Kay, objecting to a motion from Kay to delay

a decision on a liaison and partnership with SISR
regarding the IGU Nepal Project until after the start
of the new Club Year. Monica wanted to re-introduce
her original motion, this time in written form, and
stated, “If the club tables this motion or denies the
original motion, then SITM needs to know that there
will not be any further reporting or newsletter articles
from me.”

At the Business Meeting, Kay provided her

original motion recommended for approval by the
board, however it was not taken up by President
Laury. Instead, Monica’s motion was presented,
recommending that SITM work together on the IGU
Nepal project starting in the new Club Year. That
motion was passed.

Faye I. Andersen then made a motion from the floor
that effective immediately all SITM funds for the
Nepal Project in the Community Foundation be frozen
and withdrawals suspended until an SITM transition

team can make a decision in the new club year to determine
the direction of the Nepal Project. This motion passed.

The new members of Sl/Sierra Reno did not give an
indication of when they would charter, saying they were
getting organized and getting paperwork completed.

Delegate’s Report from SNR Conference

SITM’s Delegate Bev Perkins attended the 47th Annual SNR
Conference, June 2-4, along with Delegates President Laury
Macauley and President-Elect Sarah Carrasco. For Bev’'s
detailed report, see page 5.

TEAse Party Slated for July 13

Fundraising Committee Co-Coordinator Linda Walker
proposed a motion to allow the committee to host a TEAse
Party for the Queen of Hearts Tea on July 13, 2023.

(The date of the Tea is set for September 30, 2023.) The
committee is planning games and giveaways, and guests
will receive a raffle ticket for prizes. Hats and costumes are
encouraged. The Board recommended approval and the
membership approved the motion.

Atlantis Contract for 2023-24 Club Year

President Laury presented the new meeting contract
negotiated with the Atlantis for the 2023-2024 Club Year.
The highlights include our Thursday room reservations for
the year, with a requirement of a 20-person minimum for
lunch. The price of lunch stays at $30 through December
31, 2023 and will be subject to re-negotiation after that.

Happy Dollars in June for STEP 2

Happy Dollars collected in May totaled $265 in May for
Noah’s Animal House. Noah'’s is a full-service pet facility
located right on the grounds of a domestic violence shelter.
It looks to remove the “No Pets Allowed” barrier at women’s
shelters for the courageous survivors seeking to get back on
their feet with their pet by their side.

Under the policy adopted by the club, any shortfall in Happy
Dollars not reaching $500 minimum is
supplemented by the club’s designated service funds.

STEP 2 is the designated recipient of June Happy Dollars.
STEP 2 provides gender-specific long-term treatment
services for substance use disorders, domestic violence
intervention and education, and trauma services.

Continued on page10
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Congratulations NWF on 40 Years of Service

By Jeanne Naccarato

On May 25, SITM members attended the

Nevada Women’s Fund 40th Anniversary
Celebration. Some 1,400 attendees were present,
including SITM’s President Laury Macauley,

Pam Robinson, Cindy Burk, Amanda Bean,

Millie Mitchell, Nicole DuPont, Valerie Hahn,
Sarah Carrasco and myself. President Laury
represented SITM at the celebration as honoree
of the 1991 Hall of Fame Award.

Featured speaker was Sandra Douglas Morgan,
President NFL Las Vegas Raiders. Named to
that position in July of 2022, she is the first Black
female president in the NFL. From an early age,
being a biracial child, she experienced unfair
treatment and became committed to championing
equity and respect. She graduated from UNR

in 1999, with a scholarship from the Nevada
Women’s Fund. Sandra graduated from law
school in Las Vegas with her Juris Doctorate.

She highlighted her continued work in
communities and on the board of nonprofits to be
part of the change she seeks. A memorable quote
from Shirley Chisholm concluded her speech and
left her audience to ponder, “If they don’t give you
a seat at the table, bring a folding chair.”

Pictured at right are SITM members who attended
NWF’s 40th Anniversary. SITM was recognized as the

1991 Hall of Fame Recipient.

. 1991 Hall of Fame
S&-&apﬁz‘mﬂz‘;
Shrtornational
of Slrecckee
CHeadlond

Continued from page 9

Celebrating June Birthdays

Four of six members with June Birthdays were recognized at the June Business meeting. They are, from left, Sarah
Carrasco (June 8), Cindy Baines (June 29), Pam Robinson (June 6), and Monica House (June 22).

Members who could not attend, but we wish them a Happy
Birthday anyway.

Shirley George June 8 Angela Owings June 25
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Did you know . . .

Our focus is on education
because educated women and girls are:

less vulnerable to se» less likely to live in

traffickers poverty
more likely to leave a able to raise stronger,

domestic violence healthier families

J

able 1o access healthcare

situation and not return



SOROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL OF TRUCKEE MEADOWS

AD EEN OF HEARTS
HIGH TEA

SEPTEMBER 30, 2023

CORDIALLY INVITES YOU TO A HIGH TEA

Saturday, September 30th, 2023 * Atlantis Casino Resort Spa
Doors Open 12:30pm Program 1:00pm - 4:30pm

S

Immerse yoursclf in a day of fun and female empowerment.
We will be scrving tea, chatter, and scrumptious treats. Dress
in your best hat and get ready to shop ar our silent aucrion.
Enjoy raffles, wine bottle toss, wine wagon, photo booth, and
more — you'll find fun in every corner!

Want to get more involved? We are accepting silent action
donations and sponsorships for this fundraiser.

SOROPTIMIET®

Investing in Dreams

WE ARE SOROPTIMIST

A global volunteer organization that improves the lives of
women and girls through programs leading to social and
€CONOMIC cmpowerment.

For Ticket Information Visit:
www.sitmnv.org/high-tea-2023
Questions? Contact: tea@sitmnv.org

Find us on Facebook
@SoroptimistInternational Of TruckecMeadows
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