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SITM Meets…
Thursdays at Noon
at the Atlantis Casino Resort Spa
Second Floor Convention Center
$36 plated; $37 credit/debit.
RSVP to info@sitmnv.org no later 
than noon on the Sunday before 
the Thursday meeting.

“The only way to do great work is to love 
what you do.”  -Steve Jobs

By President Holly Nash

The Queen of Hearts High Tea was made 
possible by the kindness and dedication 
of all of you – the people who gave 
generously of both time and resources. 
From thoughtful monetary donations 
to the many hours spent preparing, 
staging, and carrying out the event, every 
contribution helped create a meaningful 
and successful occasion.

Sending a heartfelt thank you to 
everyone who worked so hard to support 
the High Tea and ensure its success! 
The funds raised through this event 
play an important role in supporting 
scholarships that help women and girls 
pursue education, build confidence, 
and strengthen self-empowerment. 
Through these scholarships the spirit 
of generosity shown at the event 
continues making a difference long after 
the teacups have been cleared.

Every dollar raised helps provide 
scholarships that empower the women 
and girls we help, opening doors 
to education, personal growth, and 
opportunities that can transform lives for 
generations to come. These scholarship 
awardees will be the women moving 
forward to successfully lead families, 
build companies, run countries and 
become Soroptimists themselves.
We do Great Work!  Feel the success!  

DISTRICT 5 FALL MEETING 2026
Fall Into Friendship

ROOTED IN PURPOSE - RISING 
TOGETHER

SITM’ers – I am so excited about this 
Fall District Meeting!  It’s a chance to 
hear what’s going on at the Region and 
SIA levels. It’s also a chance to meet our 

District 5 Director, Shenea Strader.  She 
is simply amazing and we are lucky to 
have her!

If you haven’t been to Quincy, the drive 
is about an hour and 20 minutes and 
worth every moment!  You can carpool 
so that you can enjoy the scenery while 
someone else is driving.  

Saturday, October 10, 2026
Time: 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
Where: The Mineral Building at 
Plumas Sierra County Fairgrounds 204 
Fairground Road, Quincy, CA 95971 
Registration Fee: $45.00 Per Person

I read up on Keynote Speaker Shandel 
Sutherland a little bit.  She and her 
company are quite accomplished.  
I know any time I can get tips on 
organizing, I will take them and take 
notes!

Sept. 24 – Sue Grant, Minister/
Grief Counselor
Oct.1 – Candidates Forum
Oct, 6 – Board Meeting, Pam
    Robinson’s Office/Zoom
Oct. 8 – Business Meeting 
Oct. 10 District 5 Fall Meeting
Oct. 15 – Youth Awards
Oct.22 –SITM 48th Birthday, 
   5th Thursday
Oct. 29 – Halloween Social
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Read up on the Friday Night event – Bowling and 
Eating!  More information on that and hotels when 
you register.

REGISTRATION FEE INCLUDES: A “Fallicious” 
breakfast featuring seasonal fruit, pastries, coffee, 
chai tea and spiced cider, plus a fall-inspired lunch 
with salad, bread, dessert and seasonal beverages. 

Please select your sandwich and soup choices when 
registering. 

Fee also includes a special item of Soroptimist swag.
 
KEYNOTE SPEAKER: • Any registrations after this 
date will incur a $10 late fee Shandel Sutherland CEO, 
Shandel Group Executive coach and founder of Shandel 
Group, helping professionals and organizations realize 
their personal and professional goals.

REGISTER NOW: http://registration.soroptimistsnr.org/         
Registration deadline: September 26, 2026 
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“Two Divorcees: They Came and They Stayed”
Long Time residents know, and newcomers to 
the area soon discover that Reno, Nevada has 
a past history as the divorce capital of the world.  
Debbie Hinman from the Nevada Historical Society 
joined us September 3 for a presentation on, “Two 
Divorcees: They Came and They Stayed”. 

Divorce was permitted in Nevada as early as the 
1880s. By 1931, the Nevada Legislature declared a 
“no fault” divorce could be granted with only a six-
week residency.  According to Debbie, 
as many as 30,000 people flocked to 
Nevada to “take the cure”, as it was 
called.  While the nation’s economy 
sputtered, Nevada’s economy 
stabilized around easy divorces, 
legalized gambling, also approved in 
1931, and the 1933 end to Prohibition.  

Many women and men traveled to 
Reno for divorce. Many moved on 
afterwards, however, many also 
stayed and Debbie focused on two 
fascinating women who were from that 
period.

Hazel Saulisbury Davison Payne

Hazel Saulisbury Davison Payne was from Joplin, 
Missouri. Like many others, she came to Reno for a 
divorce and then moved on to southern California. 
She met Frank Payne, a retired JC Penney 
executive who had moved to Reno from southern 
California to escape the California income tax, but 
was soon widowed.  Hazel and Frank married and 
commissioned the building of the Payne House, 
an English Tudor Revival on the bluff above the 
Truckee River.  Located at 745 California Avenue, 
you’ve probably taken a glimpse at it, although 
its current view is mostly obscured by trees and 
bushes.  

Hazel was active in the community, founding The 
Town Hall, a gathering place to hear lectures, 
discussions. Even national thinkers and activists 
spoke there.  She also founded or participated in a 
host of community organizations including the Reno 
Little Theater, Reno Opera Society, 20th Century 
Club, Washoe Medical Women’s Auxiliary and 
several others. 

Hazel was a writer and had published several 
books and nationally published  articles under the 
pen name Greer Gay.  But none gained her more 
notoriety than “The Case of the Well Dressed 

Corpse”.  Its characters and locations set in the 1940s 
and 1950s were easy to recognize as being from Reno, 
although names and dates were changed. In 1975, at the 
age of 83, Hazel was named the Fashion Director for The 
Fashion, a boutique in Park Lane Mall.  She died that same 
year. 

Monaei Lindley Groves Peterson Price Heinzman Cupit 
Peri Noah

The second divorcee Debbie featured 
was Monaei Lindley.  She was from Ohio 
and attended upscale boarding schools, 
but instead of going on to college, she 
headed for Hollywood in 1932 where she 
had success with parts in three short films 
and lead in a stage play.  

She married Wallace Groves, a New York 
Financier and had a son.  But three years 
later she packed her bags for Reno.  She 
purchased several large plots of land, one 
in SW Reno and a large ranch in eastern 
Sparks.  Monaei had always loved 

horses. She hired Paul Peterson foreman for the 
ranch and they quickly married. Seven months 

later, the marriage dissolved on friendly terms. 

Turning her attention away from marriage, temporarily 
anyway, she Invested in The Town House, a night spot with 
entertainment, food and gaming.  In 1940 Monaei married 
her divorce attorney Gordon Price.  They were both injured 
in a local car accident and divorced before the year ended. 
Shortly thereafter she met and married (although she 
denied it) a German landscape artist by the name of Louis 
Heinzman in 1941. Four and one-half months later she 
married Deputy Sheriff Cupit.  

Once again, searching for a foreman for her ranch, she met 
and married Dominic Peri.  The union lasted almost three 
years, but she eventually divorced him for neglecting her 
and the ranch. (He was serving overseas in the military 
at the time.)  As the page turned to 1946, Monaei married 
Al Price, an occultist, hypnotist and sculptor.  They were 
destined to move to California, change their names and join 
an artistic community.  Monaei returned to Reno within two 
months, alone.  During this time Monaei took time to star in 
a production of Little Women at the Reno Little Theater, plus 
several equestrian events around the area.  In 1949 she 
married Edwin Noah, a Foreman for Sierra Pacific Power 
Company.  She was 47, he was 27.  They divorced in 1962. 

Monaei died in 1969 in a house fire on the ranch. The 
obituary pegged her at “around 51”.  She was actually 62. 

Debbie Hinman
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A Fun and Flavorful Scrapbook Encounter
By Marilyn Pearson, Co-Coordinator, Scrapbook Committee

SITM’s Scrapbook committee held its first of five 
meetings on September 7 at Marilyn Pearson’s 
home.  Members Bev Perkins, Barbara Foss, 
Lisa Robinson, Dot Watts, Marilyn Pearson, Millie 
Mitchell, and Liza Chapen cut and pasted 13 pages 
to prepare a scrapbook for President Holly Nash.  

Page themes include special SITM activities and 
programs, speakers, birthdays, fundraisers and 
much more.  A variety of papers, stickers, markers, 
fancy letters, and specialty scissors reminded 
members of their kindergarten days. 

A tense few minutes occurred when the new 
glue sticks weren’t seeming to  . . .stick.  Dot, 
an experienced scrapbooker, explained to the 
group that the glue had to be applied and then 
immediately stuck on the page.  Whew!

Light refreshments were served and the Betty 
Crocker Harry Potter cupcakes were a hit.  The kit 
includes cake mix, frosting, and cupcake papers.  
Each cupcake paper has a different Hogwarts 
house symbol on the bottom.  Everyone wanted 
Gryffindor, for obvious reasons! These come in 
pumpkin spice and chocolate flavor and would be 
a great treat for kids and grandkids who love Harry 
Potter.

The committee’s next meeting is Monday, 
November 16th at 1:30 p.m. 

Faithful 
scrapbookers, 
from left, 
Millie Mitchell, 
Marilyn 
Pearson, Dot 
Watts, Lisa 
Robinson, 
Bev Perkins 
and Barbara 
Foss. 
Missing is 
Liza Chapen, 
behind the 
camera.

The tools of 
the trade on 
full display. 

Millie Mitchell showing 
off her very first 
scrapbook page. Harry Potter cupcakes 

were a hit.



Soroptimist International of Truckee Meadows                 September  2026             Page 5

When tragedy strikes a community, 
The Solace Tree is often called upon to 
provide community outreach, bereavement 
support, training and guidance.  Emilio 
Paga, M.Ed, the founder and Executive 
Director of The Solace Tree joined SITM 
August 27 with a message of how to 
navigate the profound impact of grief after 
the loss of a loved one.

Over the past 22 years, The Solace Tree 
has served over 22,000 clients ranging 
from children to teens to adults, providing 
safe, nurturing spaces where individuals 
can share their experiences, express their 
feelings, and realize they’re not alone.  The 
Good Grief Club is an outreach program 
that meets with students identified as at 
risk or need. An annual camp is held at 
Lake Tahoe for students.

Emilo asks members of the public to wear 
blue on November 19, which is Child and 
Teen Grief Awareness Day to recognize 
those who have lost loved ones. 

Providing Grief Support to the Community

Founder and Executive Director of The Solace Tree Emilio 
Parga,second from left, with Janelle Sideriun, President 
Holly Nash, Pam Robinson and Marilyn Pearson..

Membership Minute — Use the Good China
By Line Cousineau, Co-Coordinator, Membership Committee

How many of us have something at home that we’re saving for a special occasion?

Maybe it’s the good china. A beautiful bottle of wine. An expensive candle that apparently 
smells far too good to actually burn. A special outfit. Or those fancy bath products that 
have been sitting in the bathroom so long they’re practically antiques.

We save things because we’re waiting for the right moment.But somewhere along the 
way, I think we forget that ordinary life is the special occasion.

	 And it isn’t only about things.
	 Sometimes we save experiences, too.
	 I’ll take that trip someday. 
	 I’ll call that friend when I have more time. 
	 I’ll try that restaurant eventually. 
	 I’ll do that thing I’ve always wanted to do... later.

But “later” has a funny way of turning into years.

So here’s my Membership Minute challenge for this month:
Use the good china. Burn the candle. Wear the outfit. Open the wine. Make the 
phone call. Book the trip.  Don’t wait for an occasion worthy of enjoying the things you love.

Being here is the occasion.

And besides… if you’ve been saving that good china for 30 years, I think it’s safe to say it’s ready. 

Line Cousineau
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September Board and Business Report
By Faye I. Andersen

They may have been the shortest Board/Business 
meetings in the history of SITM.  The committees are 
busy with their work.  Issues that needed discussion 
and voting were done. So, there wasn’t much else 
in the way of business besides protocol to conduct. 
Here are just a few highlights. 

New Contact at the Atlantis

We were sad to see Jason leave his post at the 
Atlantis. He has been replaced by Megan Carlstrom, 
from Atlantis Catering.  In the event that you need 
something special for your committee’s meeting, 
i.e. AV, extra tables, special accommodations, let 
President Holly Nash know.  She is our main liaison 
with Megan.

SIA Convention Report

President Holly presented her written report as Club 
Delegate to the SIA Convention in Korea. She had 
previously done a verbal presentation last month on 
the activities and actions at convention.

Money Matters and Happy Dollars

Happy Dollars collected in August totaled $324 for 
the Jo Ann & Dee Ann Roberts Memorial Scholarship 
for Education Majors. 

September  Birthdays

Margie Hermanson, far left, is with those members 
celebrating September birthdays. From left: Darlene 
DeLancey (September 30), Bev Perkins (September 
18), Eileen Fuller (September 18).

Also celebrating her 
September birthday is Wendi 
Dennis (September 30).  

Fall Into Friendship
Rooted in Purpose – Rising 

Together

It’s time to meet Soroptimists from other District 5 
Clubs, learn about our Sierra Nevada Region and 
Federation programs, plus enjoy a special guest 
speaker at the Saturday, October 10, 2026 Fall District 
Meeting, in Quincy, California.  It’s time to arrange your 
car-pooling buddies now. 

District 5 Director Shenea Strader is hosting the 
event from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Plumas County 
Fairgrounds.  A registration fee of $45 covers a 
“Fallicious” breakfast and lunch, including a special 
item of Soroptimist Swag. 

Keynote Speaker Shandel Sutherland is an executive 
coach and founder of Shandel Group, helping 
professionals and organizations realize their personal 
and professional goals. 

For those arriving early, a Friday night social is 
planned for dinner, drinks and bowling.  A list of 
available overnight lodging is also available.

Links to the “Call to Meeting”, agenda, and registration 
with all the details can be found in President Holly’s 
Friday Digest, or on the region website at  www.
soroptimistsnr.org 
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Kristie Cobb Member Profile 
An Ancestral Link to America’s Beginning

by Liza Chapen
One of SITM’s newest members is Kristin (Kristie) 
Cobb.  Kristie met her sponsor, Liza Chapen, when 
Liza joined the alto section of the local community 
choir, Sierra High Notes.  After singing together for 
several years, and developing a close friendship, Liza 
invited her to join SITM.   Because Kristie is brand 
new to our club, having joined in May of this year, 
she hasn’t picked out a favorite project yet, but she 
thought our Queen of Hearts High Tea on Saturday 
was fabulous and would consider being on the 
committee next year! 

Kristie was born at the same hospital where her dad 
was born, the San Diego Naval Hospital.  She and 

her parents lived 
in San Diego until 
Kristie was two 
when her father 
was honorably 
discharged from 
the Naval Reserves 
after serving 
during the Korean 
conflict. The family 
moved north to 
the LA area where 
her father worked 
in the aerospace 
industry and her 
little brother, John 
Fillmore Addoms 

III was born.  
They eventually 
moved to 
Loomis, CA 
when her father 
was 
transferred to 

northern California.  

Kristie is very proud of 
her ancestral heritage.  She is a direct descendent of 
Jeremy Addoms (Addoms is her maiden name) who 
was a lieutenant in George Washington’s continental 
army serving in the Revolutionary War.  She is also a 
direct descendent of John Alden and Prescilla Mullins 
who came to this continent on the Mayflower.  Her line 
to the Aldens passes through Abigail Adams, wife of 
John Adams, the 2nd President of the United States, 
and mother of John Quincy Addoms, the 6th president 
of the US.  What an interesting family lineage! 

After graduating with the class of 1969 from Del Oro 
High School in Loomis, CA, Kristie graduated from 
Sierra Community College and then transferred to 
BYU in Provo Utah where she graduated with a 

degree in Speech 
and Drama.  She 
returned to Loomis 
for many years 
before moving 
to Reno in 2004 
with her second 
husband, Brad.  
For 35 years, she 
had a wonderful 
career working for 
ADP (Automatic 
Data Processing) 

holding many 
positions including traveling consultant, helping organizations 
all over America set up their payroll systems.  Her favorite 
assignment came near the end of her career when she 
literally “commuted” to Cambridge, Massachusetts, for two 
years working on implementing a new payroll/HR system for 
Harvard University.  While at Cambridge, she worked four 
10-hour days and then commuted home to Loomis every 
other weekend.  The opposite weekends, she explored all 
the wonderful touristy things there were to do in Cambridge, 
Boston, Maine and Newport, Rhode Island.  

Kristie has a daughter, Jacklyn (Jackie), who lives here in 
Reno and works as a financial planner.  Jackie and Kristie 
are very close and spend lots of time together.  They 
both love Disneyland and go to Anaheim as often as their 
schedules permit.  Jackie’s son, Jackson, is in the Marines 
and is currently stationed in Okinawa, Japan, on a four-month 
deployment.  Jackie also has a stepdaughter, Ella, who just 
turned 14 and is an aspiring ballerina.  Ella, who is one of 
the joys of Kristie’s life, performed in the recent production 
of Sleeping Beauty held at the Pioneer Auditorium.  Kristie is 
delighted to have a girlie-girl for a step-granddaughter! 

Kristie is technically retired now, but keeps herself busy 
working part-time, five to ten hours a week, for a local real 
estate firm, NextHome Sierra Realty, as an administrator.  
Her job is to oversee escrows as they are closing to make 
sure everything is in order.  Of course, she is also available 
to the owners of the company 
for any other odd job they 
might need help completing.  
She calls this “the perfect 
retirement job”!  She also 
recently started working part-
time for her daughter, helping 
her with whatever needs to be 
done in her financial planning 
business.  Kristie is loving 
having things to do in her retirement, and is delighted to now 
be a member of SITM.  Please take a minute to visit with 
Kristie when you see her – she’s the redhead! - and join me 
in welcoming her to our club!

Kristie with 
husband Brad 
and grandson 
Jackson.

Kristie with daughter Jackie.

Skiddles
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SITM Board 2026-2027
President
Holly K. Nash
Co-President-Elects
Mary Ann McCauley
Billie Mendiola
Vice President/Program
Eileen Fuller
Vice President/
Membership
Line Cousineau
Secretary
Nicole Dupont

Board Meets monthly on Tuesday
following the first Thursday, noon.

Treasurer/General Fund
Pam Robinson 
Treasurer/Service Fund 
Cynthia Tashiro Cramer
Delegate
Lisa George
Director
Marilyn Pearson
Lisa Robinson
Parliamentarian
Doris Phelps

Holly Nash
Jeanne Naccarato
Liza Chapen
Eve Johnson

Contributing to this issue
Margie  Hermanson
Cynthia Cramer
Marilyn Pearson
Doris Phelps
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Did you know . . Did you know . . 

President 
Holly N. Nash
hnashsitm2026@gmail.com 

Editor Faye I. Andersen 
fandersen@att.net
775-432-5822

Have You Had the Itch to Stitch This Month?
Submitted by Doris Phelps

September is National Sewing Month which was created to recognize the importance, history and 
creativity of home sewing.  Many of our SITM members are very talented and artfully creative with 
their sewing and quilting skills.

Here are a few ways you can celebrate National Sewing Month:
Start a project
Take a class
Look for special discounts at craft stores

www.nationalsewingmonth.orgThe official home of National Sewing Month


